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Just Kiineinie Ourselves 


A Delayed Acknowledgment 


HEN checking up our list of churches that have made The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty an item of their annual church 
budget and placed it in all the homes of their member- 

ships, we find that by oversight no acknowledgment of the Earls- 
ton Church, Everett, Pa., Rev. W. M. Jay pastor, was made in 
our column when its fine list came in. We deeply regret this 
oversight on our part and want to express here and now to 
Brother Jay and his church our sincere appreciation of their fine 
spirit of co-operation shown by making this forward step to 
prepare themselves for rendering a larger and better service for 
our Lord and Master. 

We feel safe in saying that all our churches making The 
Herald an item of their annual budget will find it a paying in- 
vestment in every way. 

We ask all our pastors and church officials who think they 
can not afford to make The Herald of Gospel Liberty an item of 
their church budget, to read the testimonial given below by our 
good brother, Rev. J. T. Brooks, pastor of the Bethel Church, 
Farmer City, Illinois. This testimonial was sent us without any 
solicitation on our part, and we greatly appreciate it: 


How We Did It 


All there is to do to place The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 
every home in your community is just to do it. 

After having a talk with our Mr. Stewart on how easy it 
could be done, I laid the plan before our church board as to how 
we could and ought to place The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 
every home. The plan was to raise our budget just a little 
and it could easily be done. They agreed, all being in favor of 
the plan. The plan was carried out, we raised our budget, and 
appointed a special committee to select the names of those living 
in our community. The names were sent to our Publishing 
House and now The Herald is being read in all of our homes. 

I hear the children talking about the fine stories and the 
older folks talking about the good news they read from The 
Herald. 

The only way, I think, to get The Herald into all of our 
homes is the budget way. It is the cheapest way; it is the 
nonburdensome way. Just try it, then you will believe. 

J. T. Brooks. 


A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


Farmer City, Illinois. 











The most valuable possession which 
Christianity holds for me is this conviction: 
That the task is unfinished, that the conflict 
is still on, and that it is my business to 
invest my life in such a way as to make 
true the dream of the Son of Man.—Ed- 
ward A. Steiner. 


Deaths 


e 

Margaret Elizabeth (Orr) Corwin was born in 
Covington, January 6, 1840, and entered the sleep of 
death Sunday afternoon, February 22, 1925, at the 
age of eighty-five years. She was one of a family 
of nine children born to Joshua and Anna Orr, all 
of whom have preceded her in death, except one 
brother living in Piqua. On March 26, 1862, she was 
united in marriage to I. A. Corwin, to which union 
four children were born, two sons and two daugh- 
ters, the daughters, going before her in great trans- 
figuration, her husband having entered the spirit 
world January 5, 1921. She is survived by her two 
sons, one -brother, one granddaughter, and two great- 
grandchiidren, together also with many other rela- 
tives and friends, all to mourn their loss here, but to 
rejoice in her eternal gain beyond this realm of tears. 

In early life Mrs. Corwin yielded her heart to Je- 
sus Christ, and made the Great Confession, entering 
the membership of the local Christian Church. She 
has not only been a church member, but a consistent 
Christian, and as such we feel the loss of one of our 
truest and best friends in Christ. Much of our heri- 
tage as a Christian organization and church, we 
owe to the family faithfulness of such members as 
Sister Corwin and her forebearers, her grandfather 
Nathan Worley, and her Uncle Caleb Worley, both 
having been pioneer ministers in the Christian Church. 
Her whole life has been lived in Covington, is an 
open book, and needs no vain effort at eulogy or em- 
bellishment. Her nobility of character, beauty of 
spirit, love and devotion in the home, to her children 
and her friends, can be nowhere better phrased than 
in Proverbs 31:10-31. 











W. A. FREEMAN. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Allen D. Mann, R. R. 3, Muscatine, Iowa. 

L. B. McDonald, 20 E. High St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Chas. S. Warner, Springfield Dock, Jamaica, L. I. 

Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Plainville, N. Y. 

L. M. Leavitt, R. R. 3, Lewiston, Ill. 

DeK. Judy, Portland, Indiana. 

R. A. Whitten, Box 524, Reidsville, N. C.@ 

O. R. Mason, Hillsboro, Ind. 

D. H. Sparrow, 804 Princess Anne Road, Norfolk. Va. 

Bruce W. Morton, Santa Isabel, Porto Rica. 

J. N. Dales, Superintendent Aged Ministers’ Home, 
Lakemont, N. Y. 

Harry S. Berry, R. R., Veedersburg, Indiana. 





CHURCH WANTED , 


After two years as pastor of the Thurston Chris- 
tian Church, I will be at liberty, after April 1, to 
consider a new field anywhere. I am a member of 
the Tioga River Christian Conference in good stand- 
ime. ane have had fifteen years’ experience in pastoral 
work. 

References given if required. Interested parties 
may address Rev. W. A. Huckell, Campbell, New 
York. 





SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The ministers’ institute will convene at the Fair- 
view Christian Church on Thursday, March 26, 1925, 
at 2:00 p. m., being before the fifth Sunday of March, 
1925. 

All ministers, deacons, church clerks, Sunday-school 
superintendents, Sunday-school teachers, and officials 
of Christian Endeavor societies, the wives and hus- 
bands of all af the above mentioned, are eligible. 

T. A. Jones, Chairman, 
E. M. Wriutams, Secretary. 





CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The third biennial session of the Central Christian 
Convention will be held in October or November, 1925. 
No invitations have been received at this date for 
entertaining this session. The Convention Executive 
Board will meet sometime in April. We would lik- 
all invitations in by that time that they may receive 


due consideration 
HucH A. SmMirH, Presidents, 
Versailles, Ohio. 
Crarenca Derur, Secretary, 
Eaton, Ohio, 
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EASTER SUGGESTIONS 


EASTER CARDS EASTER POST CARDS 
For Pastors, Superintendents, and Christian Workers 


No. 1130 Size 3%x5 


Church design, surrounded 
by Easter lilies in beautiful 
colorings with appropriate 
Easter Message. Each card 
with an envelope. 


$2.50 per 100 
100 in a box. 


No. 1101 Size 34%x4% 
CARDS 


Daintiest Series ever  publishea. No. 1111 Size 34%x4% closed 
Church scenes in panel, Spring flowers 


No. 1131 Size 3%x5 
—— — designs, 
delicate spring flowers, ap- 
propriate message. Spring flowers on tinted background. 


$2.50 per 100 $1.25 per 100 


CARDS AND FOLDERS POST CARDS 


No. 1120 
Landscape and church designs. 


on grey striped background, gold FOLDERS 
borders. Easter Greetings and Bible Same designs as 1101 but arranged as $1.25 per 100 


Quotations. 


folders. 


With envelopes. Set of 10, 30c. With envelopes. Set of 10, 50c. 


EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES 


An appropriate design of a Church and 
Easter flowers, lithographed in full colors. 
Well made of a good stock ef paper, Size 
356x2% inches. Space is provided for name, 
address, and amount. 


50c per 100 


No. 1016, Communion. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. DAYTON, OHIO 
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A Letter From Dr. Macfarland 
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Office 
The Federal Council of the Churches 


of Christ in America 





March 5, 1925. 


HAVE noted the designation of the second Sunday in April as 

Christian Unity Sunday with deep interest. I wish that all our 

constituent bodies and their churches would each year set apart 
a Sunday for the consideration of this theme. 


I think I may say without hesitation that none of our constitu- 
ent bodies is better fitted to set this example than the Christian 
Church. In its co-operation with other bodies through the Federal 
Council, it has been constant and unfailing in its heartiness, sin- 
cerity, generous spirit, and practical service. 





It has contributed to the co-operative movement a personnel 
which has been wise in counsel and faithful in service. 


The Christian Church has been a constant influence of great 
significance in the development and progress of the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America and the ideals for which it 


stands. 
I earnestly hope that Christian. Unity Sunday may this year 


be widely observed. 
Charles S. Macfarland, 
To Dr. F. G. Coffin, President, General Secretary. 


The General Convention of 


the Christian Church. 
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About Folks and Things 


We are earnestly hoping that every 
reader of The Herald will give thoughtful 
attention to the contents of the paper this 
week, from the beautiful letter by Dr. Mac- 
farland on the first cover page, on through 
the articles which deal with Christian unity. 
So far as we know, the Christian Church is 
the first to set apart a special Christian 
Unity Sunday. Something of the challenge 
and the significance of this day to us as a 
people, we have tried to indicate in our first 
editorial. If we are at all correct in that 
estimate, certainly no pastor ought to be 
willing to let this day go by without the 
proper emphasis. If Easter proves unsuit- 
able, then by all means set apart for this 
purpose some other Sunday just as quickly 
as possible. 


Rev. G. B. Garner, Cairo, Ohio, who sus- 
tained such a serious fall recently, is now 
rapidly improving and able to be in the 
pulpit again. 

Rev. Paul Piersall, pastor, was assisted 
by Rev. J. M. Bradbury in a special series 
of meetings at Pleasant Valley which re- 
sulted in fourteen accessions to the church. 

The church at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
one of our old and important points, is seek- 
ing a high-class pastor, as is indicated by 
the notice cn page twenty-three of this 
issue. 

Orient, Iowa, Rev. Rue Burnell pastor, is 
greatly pleased over the results of their 
school of missions, which they put on in 
combination with church night for three 
sessions covering six weeks’ time. 

Eaton, Ohio, Rev. Hiley Baker pastor, has 
just received four more new members, mak- 
ing a total of 216 in the last few weeks. 
Their Kingdom Enlistment Week closed 
with 190, the largest number actually re- 
ceived by any church thus far. 


Lebanon, Western Indiana Conference, 
Rev. A. W. Cash pastor, recently closed an 
evangelistic meeting in which there were 
twenty-nine additions and much general 
uplift. Rev. W. W. Roberts was the assist- 
ing evangelist, and his efforts were greatly 
appreciated. 

The class of girls taught by the late 
Mrs. Geneva King in the Sunday-school, 
Albany; New York, recently presented the 
church with a gift of $1,000 to pay off the 
mortgage on the parsonage. Rev. W. C. 
Hook, the pastor, is steadily getting a 
larger hold on the work and becoming a 
factor in the religious life of the city. 


Greenville, Ohio, Dr. J. E. Etter pastor, 
has taken first place in the number of de- 
cisions secured in any one Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week campaign. Under the direction 
of Executive Secretary Howsare, their 
campaign two weeks ago resulted in 225 
decisions, 174 of whom united with the 
church the closing Sunday. A number of 
others were detained by grippe, but will 
come later. There were sixty-one baptisms 


at the morning service. Brother Etter 1s 
most deeply and favorably impressed with 
thig plan of evangelism. - 

Franklin, Ohio, Rev. Eugene H. Rainey 
pastor, is promoting a fine idea through the 
observance of a “Church Loyalty Night”— 
on March 26, Rev. Edwin B. Flory being 
the speaker. The obligations of church 
membership and faithfulness to the church 
need great emphasis in almost every church, 
and this ought to be a good way to impress 
the fact upon the membership. 

The woman’s missionary society of Broad 
Street, Westerly, Rhode Island, Rev. A. L. 
Schoning pastor, now has the distinction of 
being a hundred percent strong in sub- 
seribers to The Christian Missionary. This 
magazine is now being made of such great 
worth to our missionary movement, that we 
wish that every missionary society in the 
church might have this same enviable 
standing. 

Pastors and churches which are seeking 
some impressive and unique service for 
some evening of the Passion Week, especial- 
ly the Friday evening service, may well 
turn and read the description which 
Brother H. M. Hainer, of First Church, 
New Bedford, gives of the illuminated cross 
service which he has used to such good 
advantage. You will find the account 
among our “Communications” this week. 

We have just learned in a roundabout 
way that some two weeks ago Rev. B. F. 
Hoagland, Raymond, Ohio, had his hands 
very terribly burned by an explosion of 
gasoline. We have no exact details of his 
present situation; but are deeply pained 
both because we always think of a burn as 
being one of the most dreadful experiences 
and also because for many years Brother 
Hoagland has been a warm personal friend 
of the editor’s family. 

Columbus, Ohio, Rev. John S. Kegg 
pastor, received five new members last 
month, making fifty-eight since conference 
and 249 since the present pastor took 
charge. One of the largest things in the 
work there is the young married folks’ class 
in Sunday-school, now numbering eighty 
and still growing; and another is the eve- 
ning chorus choir, which we have previous- 
ly mentioned, and which now has an aver- 
age attendance of from fifty to sixty, the 
largest attendance being eighty-eight. 

We are very anxious that every reader 
turn and carefully peruse the encouraging 
statement which Dr. Watkins gives concern- 
ing the outlook for Union Christian College, 
on page eighteen of this issue. The 
Herald has felt and still continues to feel 
that Union Christian holds a most strategic 
place in our denominational life; and we re- 
joice that the prospects for the future are 
so enheartening. We earnestly appeal to 
our church constituency in that area to give 
their most hearty support in every possible 
way to the new venture which is being made 
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to make it a new and different and better 
school than it ever has been. 

The special Home Missions Conference 
which was held in Dayton, a brief appraisal 
of which will be found among our “Events,” 
brought a number of our pastors to Day- 
ton, including men from the Eastern Indiana 
and Ohio Central as well as the Miami 
Ohio Conference. A number of the officials 
of our Woman’s Board were also present; 
and our Woman’s Board joined with the 
Woman’s Board of the United Brethren 
Church in giving a noontide luncheon to 
four visiting officials of the general woman’s 
missionary work, from New York City. 

We, at the Publishing House, were greatly 
pleased to have a visit from Rev. E. C. Hall, 
of Erie, Pennsylvania, the other day. He 
had been spending a few days as an “ob- 
server” of the Kingdom Enlistment Week 
program as it was being put on at Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, under the direction of Executive 
Secretary Howsare. The pastor, Rev. R. F. 
Brown, was also assisted by Brother Roy 
Benham, song leader. Brother Hall is now 
rapidly recovering from a long and slow 
siege of typhoid fever; but he hopes soon to 
be back in his aggressive work as field sec- 
retary of the Erie and Western New York 
conferences. From a number of sources we 
learn that the outlook of these two confer- 
ences has been entirely changed by his 
efficient labors. 


Every lover of the Christian Church, as 
well as every friend of Defiance College, 
will rejoice in the news which just comes 
from President A. G. Caris informing us 
that the North Central Association has 
again approved the rating of the college so 
that its standing remains the same as an 
accredited member of the Association. He 
does not hint at the very hard and trying 
work which he himself has been doing for 
weeks to make this possible, but says: 


The institution is deeply grateful to the 
friends who made new gifts or paid pledges 
in advance to safeguard our standing. With- 
in the next two years Defiance must in- 
crease her invested endowment funds one 
hundred and fifty thousand or two hundred 
thousand dollars to meet the requirements 
which will be in force at that time. With 
the same kind of loyal support we have had 
recently we will surely be able to meet the 
test. 


The brotherhood will be shocked and 
deeply pained to learn that the increasing 
illness of Miss Olive G. Williams, our 
greatly beloved mission worker in Pdrto 
Rico, made it imperative that she return 
home at once. Although in a very serious 
condition for such a trip, she landed in New 
York City on St. Patrick’s Day, and in 
Dayton the following morning. After a 
night of rest at the home of Brother and 
Sister W. H. Martin, she was taken by 
ambulance to the Coleman Hospital, Troy, 
Ohio. Dr. Coleman is an old-time friend 
and will give her every comfort and at- 
tention that medical skill can furnish. We 
hope that such attention, together with the 
sustaining prayers of her multitude of 
friends, will bring rapid recovery. 
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A Distinctive and Urgent Mission 


the Church Year that a pastor can hardly get all of 

them into his program without unduly interfering 
with his own local work. But there is one special day 
above every other that every pastor and church of the 
Christian denomination ought carefully and fully to ob- 
serve even if they do not get to any other. For it is the 
day set apart by our General Convention for the special 
presentation and emphasis of the one supreme thing for 
which our denomination came into existence. This su- 
preme thing is not only that for which our church came 
into being, but it also composes the only reason for 
our church to continue its existence as a separate de- 
nomination at the present time. This one thing is its 
position and message on the unity of the Church and the 
union of all of the followers of Christ in one organic 
body. If it had no peculiar mission and obligation to 
sound this distinctive message to the Church and to the 
world, the Christian Church could do more work and 
better for the Kingdom of Christ by immediately merg- 
ing with some of the other denominations. 


T HERE have come to be so many “special days” in 


O not misunderstand. This is far from meaning that 

our denomination does not have other duties also. It 
must push evangelism and missions and many other 
things; but it must also passionately promote the idea of 
Christian union as of vital consequence to the true expo- 
sition of the gospel of Jesus Christ and of tremendous 
strategical importance for the accomplishment of evan- 
gelism and missions and all of the other duties which the 
Church must perform. Our Lord and Master was moved 
by no trivial or sentimental impulse when he prayed that 
his followers might all be one “that the world may believe 
that thou didst send me.” He was touching one of the 
most foundational principles both of his gospel and of 
the working technique and efficiency of the Kingdom. 
And we of the Christian denomination must give, as our 
distinctive contribution to the Church and to the world, 
a clear and sincere enunciation of the absolute and vital 
need of this Christian unity and oneness—and we must 
do this in addition to all that we are doing in common 
with the other denominations. He is indeed blind to 
the peculiar meaning and purpose of our denomination, 
and unsuited for a place in its pulpit or leadership, who 
does not clearly perceive and keenly feel that this is our 
superlative mission and our only reason for a longer 
separate existence. This does not mean that any pastor 
should harp on the subject continually. It certainly does 
not mean that he should present the theme offensively to 
other denominations, and thus violate the very spirit of 


our own church as well as cripple its efforts. But it does 
mean that every pastor in the denomination should be 
dominated by the exalted spirit and objective of this dis- 
tinguishing mission and should continually breathe into 
all of his preaching and interpretations of the gospel the 
Principles of our church in all of their foundational 
implicates and fullness. And it does mean that every 
church of the Christian denomination should be a con- 
stant living demonstration of the workableness of those 
beautiful Principles, proving that it is easily possible for 
Christians of all shades of belief and opinion and with 
preferences for all types of ordinances to worship and 
work together in loving fellowship and in passionate 
loyalty to their one common Lord and Savior. We know 
of nothing that the Church more desperately needs right 
now and that is more crucial to its future and the future 
salvation of the world, than just such an exposition and 
demonstration of the distinctive message of unity and 
oneness which the Christian denomination was born to 
give, and which it alone is in a position to give with un- 
reserved conviction and example. 


ie us not deceive ourselves. We are no longer the 
exclusive exponents of certain of those Principles 
which have loomed big in the history of our church. That 
day is long since past. There is just about as much free- 
dom granted in many of the denominations as there is 
in our own. The right of individual interpretation is 
assumed in the practice, if not in the theory, of many 
communions. Creeds have become utterly worthless as a 
standard of faith or an instrument of discipline in most 
of the churches, and is rapidly becoming so in all of them. 
In the century and a quarter since the Christian Church 
came into existence, the whole American church has made 
great progress toward the advanced position which it 
then took. As a consequence, our Principles, taken as a 
whole, do not have the differentiating challenge and ap- 
peal which they once had. The other denominations 
have become too much like our own—in which fact we 
deeply rejoice. But there does still remain that dis- 
tinctive challenge for the union of the followers of Jesus 
Christ and that distinctive basis upon which that union 
can be worked out. Here the Christian denomination 
stands alone, different from all the rest, and with a 
peculiar position and a peculiar message which distin- 
guish it from all other denominations. This distinctive 
challenge and this distinguishing message are its most 
imperative obligation to the Church and to the world 
right now. There never was a time nor an opportunity 
when they were so greatly needed—and there is no other 
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denomination in the world that stands on quite such a 
magnificent vantage point from which to articulate them 
and make them known. 


LREADY our church has suffered tremendous loss 

because it has so often been untrue, both in exposi- 
tion and in practice, to this responsibility resting upon 
it. Its voice for Christian union has often been a very 
weak and faltering one, and not infrequently greatly 
confused. Its spirit and harmony have not always re- 
vealed the winsome beauties of Christian fellowship. 
Preachers and churches have too often been dogmatic 
and ritualistic in spirit and irritatingly argumentative 
and divisive. But a new day has come. We understand 
ourselves and the implicates of our great Principles 
better than ever before. A beautiful unity pervades our 
entire brotherhood in spite of their many intellectual 
viewpoints and differences. A new day has also come in 
the marvelous opportunity and need which is now pre- 
sented for us and our Principles in the world. Hence as 
never before our pastors, our churches, our literature, 
and our institutions should proclaim the gospel of unity 
and good will to the Church and to the world with a new 
and dynamic insistence. As never before we should make 
cour denomination count for Christian unity and union. 
For this reason, then, every pastor and every church 
ought to welcome the special Christian Unity day, and 


The Trend 


The Significance of the Dayton Conference 


The National (Home) Missions Conference which was held in 
Dayton over the last week end under the auspices of the Home 
Missions Council, the Council of Women for Home Missions, and 
the Dayton Council of Churches, was a most significant effort 
which is bound to result in much good. There were forty-two cut- 
of-town and twenty local speakers who participated in this three- 
day event; and a total of seventy-three different churches were 
reached by these speakers on Sunday, some of them with more 
than one service, beside a general meeting at the Colored Y. W. 
C. A. and a very large mass meeting at the N. C. R. Schoolhouse 
for the address of Dr. Charles L. Stelzle on Sunday afternoon. 
This was in addition to the regular conference sessions. The 
expenses of these various speakers were borne by their own de- 
nominaticnal boards, the idea of these annual conferences being 
to arouse a deeper interest in home missions and at the same time 
create a larger measure of serious co-operation in the actual 
problems which are encountered in a city like Dayton. 

The character of the program was even more significant than 
the number of meetings held. Three things stood out with great 
impressiveness, indicating that a new day has indeed come in the 
work of the church in our homeland. First, the absence of the 
old-time home mission subjects. The emphasis was laid, not upon 
building little churches here and there, nor upon slum missions, 
nor preaching in the shops; but almost entirely upon those great 
social responsibilities—the community task, interracial relations, 
the foreigner, and the industrial and social implicates of the gospel. 

Second, the manifest growing consciousness that a grave respon- 
sibility rests upon the churches of every community to look after 
the community as a whole. It is no longer deemed sufficient for 
each church to minister to its own constituency. There is a com- 
munity obligation as well—an obligation which cannot be dis- 
charged by any church alone and single-handed, but only in co- 
operation with the other churches of the community. 

The third significant characteristic of the program was the 
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make it one of the most outstanding days of the entire 
church year. The second Sunday of April this year 
chances to come on Easter. But what more appropriate 
and electrifying application could possibly be interwoven 
into the Easter message than this one of unity and one- 
ness in the grace and love of the risen Christ, that unity 
and oneness for which he prayed and which alone will 
make the world believe that he is the Sent of God? Be- 
ginning with page six in this issue will be found articles 
which, together with others that will appear next week, 
will challenge thought and furnish inspiration for this 
special Unity Sunday. We call particular attention to 
the one by President Coffin, which embodies a statement 
of the Commission on Christian Unity setting forth the 
present attitude and proposals of our church on this ques- 
tion. And for enheartenment, note the fine appraisal of 
the Christian denomination by Dr. Macfarland, the well 
known General Secretary of the Federal Council of 
Churches, in his letter on our front page. With such 
material and the present world need, it ought not to be 
difficult for any pastor to give a message of real illumina- 
tion and inspiration. It ought to be difficult, yea im- 
possible, for any pastor in the Christian denomination to 
fail to lead his church into an observance of Christian 
Unity Sunday with such heartiness and agreement to the 
idea as will make it one of the outstanding successes of 
his ministry this year. 


of Events 


manifest and deepening sense of the imperative necessity of such 
co-operation between the churches. There was not a subject dis- 
cussed where this necessity for a far larger degree of co-operation 
did not crop out; and the manner in which most cf the speakers 
frankly confessed the issue was indeed encouraging. Boldly they 
declared that every Christian and every church must give loyalty 
to the Kingdom preference over loyalty to one’s own denomination; 
and let us hope that they were not, self-deceived abcut how revolu- 
tionary would be the implicates of that Christian principle if it 
should be applied honestly to our present denominational situation. 
A very few prophetic souls even dared hint that some form of 
closer church unity must come. 

The hopeful thing is not that the voicing of such sentiment 
materialized in anything practical and real, for it did not; but 
rather in the fact that it has become impossible for churchmen of 
the various denominations to get together to discuss the larger 
work of the Kingdom without being compelled to face and admit 
the fact that denominaticnal division is not only utterly incom- 
petent for the task, but also an actual hindrance to it. This is an 
irrepressible and growing conviction wherever Christians sincerely 
seek to put the Kingdom of Jesus Christ first. 


A School and Clinic in Social Christianity 

We regret that space will not permit a resume of the various 
addresses at the Dayton meeting of which we have been speaking. 
There were a hundred and five of these addresses, and doubtless 
composed by far the largest home mission impact which has ever 
been given to this city in so short a time. Various incidental con- 
ferences were also held with the visiting home mission officials and 
experts. Quite a number of ministers from outside of the city 
came to scme of the meetings, our own church having perhaps as 
large a group as any single denomination. Several of our men 
from the Miami, the Eastern Indiana, and the Ohio Central 
conferences were present. 

An experiment of more than local interest was culminated by 
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this missionary conference. As a result of the inspiration stirred 
up by the discussion of the Church and social agencies, cn Monday 
afternoon, a school for the training of volunteer social workers is 
to be launched at once, instead of in the fall as had been contem- 
plated. The Bureau of Community Service, the Dayton Council of 
Churches, and other local organizations will co-operate. It will 
begin March 31, and is to be held each Tuesday evening for a 
period of six weeks. The first hour each evening will be in charge 
of Professor C. C. North, of the Ohic State University, in which 
he will take up some of the general principles and fundamental 
policies of social work. This will be followed by another hour in 
which the school will form into groups according to individual 
interests, for the discussion of methods. Actual cases will be 
submitted to these groups by various local agencies, thus making 
it a sort of a clinic. Thus the school is to be more than 
theoretical. 

Such training cught to be of inestimable value both to individ- 
uals and to the city. And it is earnestly hoped that enough volun- 
teer workers and professional leaders can be furnished by the 
churches and other organizations effectively to handle the large 
number of delinquency and other cases which will be submitted. 
This is getting down to actual business, and other cities and towns 
may well watch the success of this Dayton experiment in practical 
training in Christian social work. 


Encouraging the Right Tendency 


It is indeed unfortunate that any of the outstanding and influ- 
ential antagonists to war should be deceived into thinking that the 
World Court is a myth, or that the inherent differences between 
it and the Hague Tribunal are a myth. There are fundamental 
differences, and there would be more of them if the United States 
and other countries would stand for it. No nation would more 
stubbornly resent enforced arbitrational or judicatorial settlement, 
for instance, than would our own. 

But with all of its defects, the World Court is a tremendous 
step ahead on the high way to permanent peace. It can be modified 
and improved as rapidly as the nations become ready for such 
changes. Far easier can this be done than a new and better court 
be created from the foundation up if this court were to be 
permitted tc go out of existence. Hence it will be a calamity to 
the cause of peace the world over if the United States refuse en- 
trance into the World Court simply because it is not a perfect 
ideal. The Honorable Elihu Root the other day spoke some very 
wise words of counsel to those earnest Christian idealists who are 
opposed to the Court because it falls short of their perfect dream 
of what it should be. He says: 


We must not be discouraged if we cannot have everything as 
we want it immediately. We must be patient if we would act wise- 
ly. What we do today may bear fruit long after we are dead, for 
no good work is ever really lost. The important thing is to get the 
tendency right. We should think of all these subjects in terms not 
of brief individual life, but long continued national life. The 
business does not admit of sudden and spectacular achievements. 
General progress cannot be much faster than the progress of the 
most backward nations and the field of action is not the field of 
intellect, it is the field of character; and change or development 
of character is always slow work. 

This court is the latest institution wrought out by the civilized 
world’s general public opinion against war, for the purpose of giv- 
ing effect to that opinion. It is an essential and indispensable 
institution for the effectiveness of that opinion; and the proposal 
that the United States take part in supporting the court should be 
welcomed as an opportunity by all the people who have been talk- 
ing in favor of abolishing war and preventing war and outlawing 
war, but who have not as yet arrived at any practical steps tend- 
ing in that direction. 


A Call to Prayer 

As has been its custom, the Commission on Evangelism and 
Life Service of the Federal Council of Churches, of which Com- 
mission Dr. Charles L. Goodell is the secretary, has issued its pre- 
Easter call to Prayer, together with suggested topics for the Easter 
Week of Prayer and service. The Protestant churches are observ- 
ing lent in increasing number every year. It seems strange to us 
that anyone should question the wisdom of their doing so. There is 
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a moving appeal that attaches to the thought of entering with our 
Lord into the increasing shadows of the cross as we draw towards 
the Easter time; and we can see no good reason why the Catholic 
Church should be permitted to monopolize this anniversary time 
any more than it alone should be permitted to celebrate Christmas 
or Easter. Protestants as well as Catholics need to have their 
meditations directed towards the profoundly significant events 
which closed the earthly life of Jesus. And it has been the personal 
experience of many pastors that there is no other series of meet- 
ings which stirs a deeper spiritual response in the hearts of the 
people than the pre-Easter services, when properly conducted. 
For this reason we hope that many of our ministers are planning 
to observe the Easter Week of Prayer. The subjects selected by 
the Commission this year are upon the passion of the Savior and 
are peculiarly appealing— 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5--THE SAvior’s SUFFERING IN THE Hour oF TriuMPH Luke 19:41, 42 
And when he drew nigh he saw the city and wept over it, say- 
ing, If thou hadst known in this day, even thou the things which 
belong unto peace! 
Monpay, APRIL 6—SUFFERING FROM UNDESERVED HATRED Luke 19:47 
The principal men of the people sought to destroy him. 
Tuespay, APRIL 7—SUFFERING FROM BLIND SELFISHNESS Luke 20:14 
But when the husbandmen saw him they reasoned one with an- 


other, saying, This is the heir; let us kill him, that the inherit- 
ance may be ours. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8—SUFFERING RELIEVED BY HUMAN LOVE John 12:7 
Against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 
-THURSDAY, APRIL 9—SUFFERING FROM TREACHERY Luke 22:21 


Behold the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table. 

Fray, APRIL 10—THE FULLNESS OF THE SAVIOR’S SUFFERING John 19:30 
It is finished. 

SatTuRDAY, AprRIL 11—THE SAVIOR IN THE REALM OF DEATH Matt. 27:66 
So they went and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, the 
guard being with them. 

EASTER DAy, APRIL 12—THE TRIUMPHANT CuRIST Luke 24:5 
Why seek ye the living among the dead? 


Oo 


It will be well for those who have been looking with hope to- 
wards the protocol for arbitration and disarmament of the League 
of Nations not to become too much discouraged at what happened 
at Geneva the other day. The position taken by England had long 
since been expected. But the very significant thing is that in his 
address, Mr. Chamberlin, in behalf of the British government, de- 
clared that his nation is “willing to consider whether some approach 
to it may not be made from the side unsuccessfully attempted in 
1923.” This means that the British government does not intend 
that the efforts of the League of Nations to promote disarr:ament 
and secure peace shall cease; but only that a different course shall 
be taken than that laid down in the protocol. The hopeful thing 
is not in the change of method, but in the fact that the popular 
pressure against the war system is becoming vc irrepressible m 
every nation that no government dares to put an end to the quest 
for some workable plan for peace. The most that they dare do is 
to jockey for position and try to evade the straight-out issue. And 
the more insistently the Church agitates against war, the less and 
less they will dare to do even that. 

oO 

Secretaries of the Commissions on Evangelism of the various 
communions will hold a conference at Northfield, June 16-18, to 
consider questions of evangelism affecting the whole country. The 
meeting is being called under the auspices of the Commission on 
Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches. In addition to 
denominaticnal secretaries, representatives of the city church fed- 
erations of the country will be invited to attend. 

oO 

America is soon to have a short visit from Rev. W. C. Poole, 
the president of the World’s Sunday School Association. He will 
arrive on the S. S. Majestic, April 7, and return to England 
April 25. He is to attend the meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the World’s Association in New York, on April 23, and visit 
several important cities. He will be in Dayton, April 14; Canton, 
April 15. At Dayton, day sessions will be held at the Y. M.C. A. and 
night sessions at the N. C. R. Schoolhouse. At Canton the meetings 
will be held at First M. E. Church. All interested persons in the 
counties in which the cities are located are invited. From all other 
Ohio counties, ministers, superintendents, and all officers of the 
Sunday School Council of Religious Education are invited. 








The Price We Pay for a Divided Church 


BY REV. C. S. BENNETT, A. M., Professor at Palmer College 


ways paid a large price for its divided 

condition. However, in the past, if 
our divisiveness cost, it also had some con- 
tribution of real value; for it was very 
largely through the process of division that 
we obtained our full measure of religious 
liberty. Each new denomination was the 
outgrowth of an un- 
successful attempt on 


oe American Protestantism has al- 


church unity is essential in combating 
other forces destructive to the home. 

The excessive price we pay for a divided 
Church is nowhere more apparent than in 
smaller towns and the open country. It is 
not unusual to find a number of competing 
churches each appealing to the same people, 
with practically the same type of program, 


community problems remain untouched by 
the Church. 

Not only does a number of church- 
centered church programs stand in the way 
of a community-centered church program 
but it stands in the way of effective com- 
munity co-operation along all lines. Cap- 
able students of rural problems agree that 

nothing will make a 
larger contribution to 








the part of a minority {f 
to find sufficient room 
in the existing 
churches for its own 
beliefs and practices. 
Now we are in a new 
era. The old issues 
which gave rise to these 








“The door of the Church has been made narrower than of 
the gate of Heaven, and the Church has cast away those 


whom Jesus has received.” 
—A quotation from the first volume of The 


Herald of Gospel Liberty, 1808. 
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rural life than an in- 
crease in the capacity 
country folks to 
think and act together. 
Better schools, better 
marketing conditions, 
better homes, better 
churches, better com- 








divisions have been ‘ 





4; munities, all, await a 





left far in the past. 
They are no longer vital matters. The 
differences which caused these divisions are 
gone save only as memories. But not so 
with the divisions. They are with us still. 
This divided state of the Church there- 
fore not only lacks what real value it once 
had, but its evil consequences are par- 
ticularly detrimental just now. Group ac- 
tion is prevailingly becoming effective ac- 
tion; but a divided Church cannot function 
as a group. “Like a mighty army moves 
the Church of God” is an ideal to be 
reached, not a goal already attained. Time 
and time again we face situations which 
call for a united front, but a divided Chris- 
tendom has no united front. 


Organized forces are today delivering 
telling thrusts at everything the Church 
holds sacred. 
up false standards and questionable conduct 
before young life, and will continue to do 
so in spite of scathing denunciations from 
the pulpit and pious group resolutions. The 
movie industry is actuated by greed for 
profits and has little or no regard for the 
moral welfare of the youth of the land. A 
unified Church alone can adequately safe- 
guard our boys and girls from unified 
greed. 

The home, the basic group of society and 
the social unit of especial concern to the 
Church, is passing through trials which are 
shaking it to its foundations. The divorce 
rate is steadily increasing with every de- 
cade; congested housing conditions in many 
urban districts destroy home privacy and 
force multitudes of children out into the 
street, with its attendant dangers to both 
body and morals; while commercialized 
amusements are more and more success- 
fully competing with the home for the 
leisure time of the young people. A di- 
vided Church labors under a heavy handi- 
cap when it attempts to safeguard the 
home. How can a divided Church prevent 
increasing divorce? This one problem de- 
mands the best thought and activity of 
united Christianity if the home is to be 
preserved. In the same way a workable 


The organized movie holds 


and each church taking the full time, or 
nearly so, of a resident minister; while in 
outlying open country communities the 
people are served by part-time, non-resident 
preachers. The evil of this arrangement 
is not merly that congregations are often 
small and jealous of one another, nor that 
some communities have too few and others 
too many ministers; but rather that no 
one church has, nor do all of them together 
have, a community-wide program. The 
situation is such that no one minister dares 
think in terms of the whole community for 
fear of infringing on the territory of a 
brother minister. Consequently each church 
marks out its own limited program, min- 
isters to its own people, while the larger 
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A SONG FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
By Rev. R. H. McDaniel 
Tunes: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 

or “Nettleton.” 
Ye who love and follow Jesus, 
Hear the call from every land; 


Answer quickly, We are coming, 
Heart to heart and hand in hand. 


CHORUS: 


Walking, working all together; 
Glorious scene: divinely grand— 
All God’s people working, praying, 
Heart to heart and hand in hand. 


Looking unto Jesus only, 

We shall all together stand; 

And his wondrous love will bind us 
Heart to heart and hand to hand. 


In the battle for the Kingdom, 
We shall win in every land, 
Working, praying all together 
Heart to heart and hand in hand. 


Soon the world with all its Kingdoms 
Will be at our Lord’s command, 

As we tell the gospel story, 

Heart to heart and hand in hand. 


When we reach the golden portals, 

Of Immanuel’s happy land, 

Saints and angels there will greet us, 

Heart to heart and hand in hand. 
(All Rights Reserved) 




















larger ability to plan 
and act together. Now a divided Church 
fails to train people in effective community 
co-operation. The Church has been a pio- 
neer in training people in co-operative en- 
deavor. It has trained the people of the 
local congregation to pull together; it has 
trained these local congregations to take 
part in denominational enterprises; but a 
divided Church has not and cannot lead the 
people of a community into a larger co- 
operative efficiency. Denominationalism 
divides people of a community along sec- 
tarian lines, and to that extent is a divisive 
and therefore detrimental factor. 

Just as a divided Church deprives us of 
united action, so it deprives us of a united 
voice. Has the need ever been more im- 
perative for the united voice vf the Church 
to illuminate the problems of daily life? 
Traditional and conventional standards are 
less effective now than they once were. 
Multitudes of our people are living with 
scarcely any fixed moral standards and con- 
victions. They would hear were there a 
voice which spoke with commanding author- 
ity; but a divided Church has no such 
voice. We may deplore the tragic moral 
breakdown of our age, we may utter tirades 
against the confused, the flippant, and the 
erring; but all the while the confused, the 
flippant, and the erring are perishing for 
lack of knowledge which the great voice of 
a unified Church could give. 

Surely, as the Church comes to grips 
with those forces which mar and cripple 
this common life of ours, it will see the 
tragic folly and the prohibitive cost of its 
own divided condition. Surely, as the 
Church faces a task heavier than that of 
any preceding century, it will eliminate the 
fact of disunity and press forward on its 
greatest of crusades in a unity of the 
spirit, begotten of a loyalty to a common 
Lord and a devotion to a common task. 


oO 


“Every day is long enough for the things 
that ought to go into it; no day is long 
enough for the other kind of things.” 
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Present-day Need for Church Union 


BY REV. OMER S. THOMAS, Home Mission Secretary 


the present-day union of the forces of 

evil to carry their power into the life, 
not simply of individuals, but of the nations 
themselves, bring a demand more impera- 
tive than ever before for the Church to 
unite. When we think of the divisions of 
the Church in its earlier days, we might re- 
gard that as having been the time when 
union should have been formed. But never 
do movements become effective until men 
have been prepared for them. Years of 
teaching and thinking have preceded the 
great reforms, such as the abolition of 
slavery and drink. The Eighteenth Amend- 
ment is not yet effective in all parts of the 
country simply because the public mind was 
not ready to receive it. 

The same thing is true of the need for 
the union of the forces of the Church in the 
world. It is an ideal condition which is 
sure to come to pass; but it awaits the time 
when the minds of the people will be ready 
for it to take place. 

Out of this tendency has sprung up all 
over the country, independent union 
churches which are multiplying very fast 
at the present time. Being independent, 
they have difficulty in carrying their pro- 
gram to the world beyond their own com- 
munities. 

This growing sentiment toward union and 
the feeling that we should put the King- 
dom really first before any peculiar doc- 
trine, especially when that doctrine has been 
a mooted question for ages almost, has led 
men to a condition of mind that makes the 
present time peculiarly ripe for church 
union. We, who remember back twenty-five 
years, readily recall the common custom of 
controversial debates on questions of doc- 
trinal and denominational differences. That 
day is past except among a few who still 
place great emphasis on doctrine. For- 
tunately, however, they do not now debate 
as representatives of denominations. The 
position of the Christian Church in regard 
to fellowshiping people of other denomina- 
tions is now common in the most of the 
leading denominations, many of them prac- 
ticing open membership such as we have 
always practiced. 

Again we feel that the time is ripe for 
the uniting of the churches because ‘of the 
failure of the movements toward closer co- 
operation, which talk unity yet loudly pro- 
claim against surrendering denominational 
loyalty. Denominational leaders are shunt- 
ing the Church off on to the Co-operation 
and Federation sidetrack, but with too little 
‘success, although it is hindering the mo- 
mentum toward real unity. 

Perhaps the outstanding example of this 
is the history of the Interchurch World 
Movement. There never has been a time 
when there was a greater opportunity for 
the union of the Church than when that 
movement began.. Yet at the great Inter- 


Te conditions which arise because of 


church meeting held at Atlantic City, the 
most widely known leaders stood unalter- 
ably opposed to organic church union, as 
they perhaps still do today, together with a 
great group of church men. In all of the 
great interdenominational meetings I have 
attended in the last year leading speakers 
have, in almost every instance, taken pains 
to emphasize that what we want is co- 
operation but absolutely no organic union. 
They use the war-worn illustration of the 
allied armies to prove their point; and yet 
the armies of the allies did*not succeed un- 
til they came under one head. 

As the good is sometimes the enemy of 
the best, so is co-operation as it is preached 
today becoming the enemy of the real union 
of the forces of God to carry on a real 
efficient program for Kingdom building. 
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Journey's End 


GHALL it be Uphill always, Master, 
The road that winds afar? 
Yea, by this Road I, too, climbed, com- 
rade,— 
To my Star. 


Is there a Tavern waiting, Master, 
When I reach journey’s end? 
Yea, there’s a bed and bread, my com- 


rade,— 
And a Friend. 


Will the good host have welcome, Master, 
Although I journey late? 
Yea, there’s a lamp to guide all trav’lers 
To the Gate. 


But see, I am a beggar, Master, 
Behold my empty pack. 
Thou bringest here best riches, comrade, 
In thy lack. Z 


Yea, but my clothes are soiled, my Master, 
I should make thee ashame. 
Ah, so those white-robed folk, my com- 
rade, 
Draggled came. 
No, let me dwell outside, my Master, 
My wasted years, my sin... 
Who bringeth contrite heart, my comrade, 
Entereth in. 


Hark, how the people sing, my Master, 
Their’s not my darkened days. 
They came up through great sorrow, com- 
rade, 
To their praise. 
See how His face is dazzling, Master, 
And I am stained with mire... . 
Yea, but that Light, my comrade, is Love’s 
Cleansing fire. 
—Hawmilton B. Williams, in 
The Continent. 


Fine things have been accomplished by the 
Federal Council of Churches, because it has 
been able to get the Church to work on 
united programs along specific lines; and 
the greater the success, the greater is the 
feeling that that is the real plan for getting 
together. At the Federal Council meetings, 
however, one hears more demand for main- 
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tainifig the autonomy of the denomination 
than anywhere else. 

Why in the name of common sense, if we 
succeed on a small part of a program when 
we work together, can we not put the whole 
program of the Church into some form of 
organization that will make possible organic 
union? 

Laymen and laywomen are thinking to- 
day as they never have done independently 
of the ministry. Some of them are just as 
sectarian as men ever were. Yet a great 
group of folks are asking why it is neces- 
sary to have so much duplication and 
rivalry and extra expense in carrying on 
four churches in a village where two would 
be entirely adequate? Or why competitive 
rivalry need be practiced in a group of big 
city churches? It is a dangerous thing for 
the interests of the Kingdom when men be- 
gin to lose their respect for the Church; 
for it is the chiefest instrument which God 
has yet used for Kingdom building. Men, 
however, because of this competition and 
the spirit that it engenders, are more and 
more losing their respect for the Church. 
Big-minded men who have great respect for 
the person and message of Jesus have be- 
come so displeased with the inefficiency 
caused by the division of the Church into 
competitive sects that they refuse to enter 
into its program at all. 

Then again, when we analyze the real 
cause of the continuation of denominational- 
ism we are made to conclude that it is en- 
tirely different from the causes which 
separated the Church in the first place. As 
we have said, it is not so much a matter 
of doctrines now; nor is it so much a dif- 
ference of opinion as to essentials and non- 
essentials. It is rather the material in- 
vestments and historic backgrounds, which 
may also include their ecclesiastical organ- 
ization. These histories seem so dear to 
some of the good brethren of the denomina- 
tions that they appear to value more their 
connection with the “fathers” of the 
Church than they do the power of a united 
Church whose one leader is Jesus. Millions 
of dollars are invested in property; and so 
much of it has denominational strings tied 
to it that one is sometimes led to fear that 
we are allowing material things to hinder 
the Kingdom. 

Our common brotherhood is another pres- 
ent-day need for a closer union of the 
churches. As a concrete illustration, there 
are among my most intimate friends men 
of other denominations with whom I have 
a great many things in common, and the 
fellowship is indeed one of my great joys. 
Our social life, our play, perhaps our fra- 
ternal organizations, our common friend- 
ships and the things wherein we live mostly, 
we have in common; but when we come to 
that which is most vital, our church rela- 
tionships, we are not on common ground. 
They are all different and we feel a re- 
straint that chills and makes us sad in that 
which ought to be the most sacred and beau- 
tiful thing in all the world is the only thing 
that stands in the way of a most complete 
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brotherhood. Is there not a real need for 
a closer union of the churches when their 
lack of union is the thing that stands in 
the way of that brotherhood which Jesus 
came to the world to establish? In my ex- 
perience as a pastor, I have found even 
homes where that thing of different church 
affiliations stood as the one menace to per- 
fect happiness between husband and wife. 

If Catholicism can carry on its wonderful 
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program with success under one organic 
union, what is to hinder Protestantism from 
uniting on a great program that will eradi- 
cate its duplication of work and not only 
make the Church really efficient but make 
possible an organization and spirit which 
will be invincible in its progress? 

The time is ripe and the day is at hand 
awaiting pronouncement by some group of 
great leaders of influence. 


Signs Stimulating Hope for Christian Unity 


BY W. A. HARPER, PRESIDENT OF ELON COLLEGE 


a standing Commission on Christian 
Union is a very hopeful sign. Still more 
hopeful is the fact that this Commission 
is beginning to function. It has seized the 
time of the offering for the Federal Council 
as the opportunity each year to bring Chris- 
tian Union in a very practical and effective 
manner before the whole Church. Besides 
this, the Commission has made overtures 
to other denominations relative to parleys 
that ought to result in something practical. 
Our Board of Christian Education, too, 
has done a signal and salutary thing for 
Christian Union in its recent decision 
through its Curriculum Committee to use 
one of the four review Sundays for a sub- 
stitute lesson on Christian Union in the 
Young People’s and Adult Quarterlies. Why 
we should have waited so long to avail our- 
selves of this opportunity is one of those 
mysteries which are hard to comprehend. 


[: our own Church the appointment of 


There are hopeful signs all around the 
Christian World. The Protestant churches 
felt during the World War that they lacked 
something which they needed in order to be 
able to interpret the mind of Christ to the 
governments of the world. No one denomi- 
nation was important enough to speak for 
the whole Church. There was an insistent 
demand for a united Christendom, which 
prophetically looks toward the incorpora- 
tion of Protestant, Roman, and Greek 
churches al] into the one Christian Church 
Universal. 


‘There has just been printed by the Ox- 
ford University Press for Rev. G. K. A. 
Bell, Dean of Canterbury, a book that 
treats the problem of Christian Union for 
the years 1920-24 from the documentary 
standpoint. It finds that there are ninety 
of these documents, itself an impressive 
fact. All of these documents have originated 
since the World War, and all but three of 
them have originated since 1920. Being an 
Anglican, the author naturally is interested 
in the documents that have grown for the 
most part out of The Lambeth Conference 
of 1920. “Faith and Order” are the hope 
of a reunited Chirstendom. The Church 
divided over these two issues, and we have 
a long way to go to unite them on those 
bases. The fact, however, that ninety 
documents in five years have sprung forth 
with this idea in mind is heartening to the 


student of the ‘religious progress of man- 
kind. 

Christian Union is being approached 
from the Federal viewpoint in this country. 
On February 6, 1920, the American Council 
on Organic Union of Churches of Christ 
adopted its “Plan of Union.” This plan 
granted autonomy in purely denominational 
affairs and provided a Council with four 
specific functions as follows: 


(a) The Council shall harmonize and 
unify the work of the United Churches. 

(b) It shall direct such consolidation of 
their missionary activities, as well as of 
particular churches in overchurched areas, 
as is consonant with the law of the land 
or of the particular denomination affected. 
Such consolidation may be progressively 
achieved, as by the uniting of the boards or 
churches of any two or more constituent de- 
nominations, or may be accelerated, de- 
layed, or dispensed with, as the interests 
of the Kingdom of God may require. 

(c) If and when any two or more cor 
stituent churches, by their supreme govern- 
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AMERICA’S MISSION 


EVERY nation that puts a proper es- 

timate upon its place in history 
must believe that it is called of God 
to perform some special and appointed 
task. This was true of ancient Israel. 
and in the perspective of history we 
can perceive that it has been true of 
other peoples. But none has ever 
had a larger right or a deeper obliga- 
tion to take seriously its divine func- 
tion than our own. To proclaim and 
practice a true democracy, and to take 
our place with those who contend for 
universal justice and humanity, is our 
majestic and inspiring mission.—The 


Daily Altar. 
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ing or advisory bodies, submit to the Coun- 
cil for its arbitrament any matter of 
mutual concern, not hereby already covered, 
the Council shall consider and pass upon 
such matter so submitted. 

(d) The Council shall undertake in- 
spirational and educational leadership of 
such sort and measure as may proper, 
under the powers delegated to it by the 
constituent churches in the fields of evan- 
gelism, social service, religious education, 
and the like. 


Eighteen denominations, among them the 
Christian Church, assisted in the working 
out of this plan and giving it representative 
endorsement. However it has never been 
submitted to our General Convention for 
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ratification. The blowing up of the Inter- 
church World Movement cast a damper over 
the whole program and it fell into a state 
of quiescence. However interest has again 
revived in it and action has been taken by 
the National Council of Congregational 
Churches approving the plan in substance. 
The next session of our General Convention 
should be called upon to express its attitude 
toward the plan. Dr. Rufus W. Miller, 409 
Schaff Building, Philadelphia, Pa., will fur- 
nish anyone with the printed plan and 
other literature bearing on the situation. 

Still another point of approach is that 
of the Universal Conference on Life and 
Work, under whose auspices there is to be 
held a world gathering at Stockholm this 
summer—in which we are to be represented 
officially by Dr. F. G. Coffin. Mrs. Coffin 
is also to represent us, but at no expense to 
the Christian Church. The “Faith and 
Order” adherents tried to get this “Life 
and Work” contingent to meet in joint 
session. They very wisely refused, saying 
that their idea of the proper method of ap- 
proach to the problem of Christian Union 
was so radically different from that of the 
“Faith and Order” viewpoint that the pur- 
pose of neither could be realized by a joint 
conference. There are, however, some who 
adhere to both sides. The “Life and Work” 
movement is therefore placed by Dr. Bell 
in his book in the appendix as not being in 
favor of Christian Union since it does not 
accept the attitudes of the Lambeth Con- 
ference. When Christians, however, learn to 
work together, they will see the folly abso- 
lutely of dwelling in partitioned off camps 
and compartments. 

In Canada, the Presbyterian, Methodist, 
and Congregational Churches have united. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in the 
United States, are working hard for union 
now. The Lutheran Churches of the 
United States have come together in a 
splendid way. Our church has held par- 
leys with the Disciples and the Free Will 
Baptists. Other parleys or conferences are 
being contemplated. Christian Union in the 
mission lands is in many places an ac- 
complished fact. The Christian Union 
Quarterly, published at Baltimore, Mary- 
land, gives every one who has a message on 
Christian Union an open forum for the ex- 
pression of his opinion. The Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America is 
teaching Christians of more than thirty de- 
nominations to work together; and while it 
officially denies its aim to be Christian 
Union and sedulously excludes the subject 
from its programs, findings, plans, and 
utterances, yet as a by-product of its 
efforts it is rendering the finest service con- 
ceivable on benalf of a re-united Christen- 
dom. The Christian Church should there- 
fore support the Federal Council by every 
legitimate means. 

A new day for Christian Union is dawn- 
ing. May no planet or even satellite of sec- 
tarianism arise to eclipse the glory of its 
advancing sun. , 
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The Present Position of the Christian Church 


BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., 


Chairman of the Commission on Christian Unity 


secure an emphasis on and admin- 
istration in a ‘subject of increasing im- 
portance The General Convention of the 
Christian Church created the Commission on 
Christian Unity. Its duties were implied 
rather than defined. It was given no in- 
struction by the Convention and had there- 
fore to define its own boundaries and lay 
out its activities as it might interpret its 
own function solely from its designation. 
The Commissicn fully realized that some of 
the work which might come within its prov- 
ince was of a very delicate nature, and 
must therefore be carefully considered. Up- 
on none of its possible activities had the 
church as a whole made more than gen- 
eral declarations. The meanings of such 
declarations were by private interpretations 
many. The Commission had to discover, 
and in some measure develop, the ideal of 
the church which it was to promote. Even 
in the Commission itself there were differ- 
ences of opinion as to what Christian Unity 
should be even if it could be effected. To 
some it meant merely a friendly co-opera- 
tive attitude among denominations; to oth- 
ers it implied an organization of all Chris- 
tians into a single organic unit involving the 
extinction of denominations as such. To 
the rest it meant varying conceptions lo- 
cated somewhere between these two ex- 
tremes. Obviously there was nothing at 
which the Commission could work effectively 
until in its own understanding there was a 
definition of terms and an outline of ob- 
jectives. 

A questionnaire was therefore submitted 
to a number of people in the church relating 
to these things in order to get as nearly as 
possible a reflection of the opinion cf the 
church at large. Guided largely by this a 
digest of aims and duties was then submit- 
ted to the Commission itself resulting in its 
unanimous agreement on some quite pri- 
mary things to be undertaken. The Com- 
mission has not meant to go beyond the 
point of general endcrsement of the broth- 
erhood and has therefore proceeded slowly, 
but it has made noticeable progress. 

At a meeting of the General Board in 
1923, the following statement was presented 
and by that body endorsed: 


“Your Commission on Christian Unity 
after careful consideration hereby expresses 
its conviction: 

1. That the spirit of denominationalism 
as it has dominated the past, has delayed 
the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom on 
earth. 

2. That no great aggressive movement 
of the Church can take place in the future 
until its forces are more closely united. 

8. That the rank and file of the churches 
are in heart ready for a closer unity. If the 
emphasis of thought can be taken from the 


few divisive features and centered on the 
great unities of faith and work. 

4. That the Christian Church has no 
greater mission to this age than to make 
itself a unifying factor among the churches. 

5. That the Christian Church should 
therefore state very clearly the concensus of 
opinion of its membership, as to the kind of 


‘Christian Unity for which it stands and the 


conditions under which such unity will be 
acceptable. The Church should outline a 
plan of approach and procedure with other 
denominations relative to it, also a program 
of education in all of its conferences and 
churches with this end in view. 

6. That in our judgment this voices the 
conviction of the majority cf our constitu- 
ency, both lay and clerical. 

In order to have something definite upon 
which to work the Commission on Christian 
Unity hereby submits the following for the 
reaction of the General Board: 

Resolved; That the General Board of the 
Christian Church hereby instructs the Com- 
mission on Christian Unity to again make 
overtures to other churches with greater in- 
sistance and emphasis than ever before, out- 
lining the position and plan of the Church 
as follows: 

That Christian Unity in its ultimate 
means more than co-operation or federation 
cf denominational bodies. To us it is com- 
plete organic unity of all the followers of 
Jesus Christ into one ecclesiastical body. It 
is for this ideal and purpose that we stand. 
Knowing that after the years of denomi- 
nationalism this may not be immediately 
realized as a step in the process toward this 
ultimate end we favor co-operative work- 
ing relaticnships with other bodies, federa- 
tions among churches and relations of com- 
ity and mutual helpfulness with the people 
of God everywhere. 

We believe that the designation cf this 
organic union of denominations should out 
of loyalty to Christ bear the name of Chris- 
tian, but we are willing to consider seri- 
ously with other bodies appropriate addi- 
tions to this designation which will pre- 
serve their histcric identity. 

We concede the right of each individual 
to adopt for himself as his creedal statement 
such consistent interpretations of the Word 
of God as his wisdom and conscience may 
approve, but we deny the right of any per- 
son to force his interpretations upon anoth- 
er as a test of his Christianity or a condi- 
tion of Christian fellowship. 

We recognize that many of the items up- 
on which Christians differ are at best but 
methods of character building and Chris- 
tian service. Therefore we urge emphasis 
upon Christlikeness, with liberty as to meth- 
od, as the foundation of Christian frater- 
nity. 

The Commission is further instructed to 


invite,and arrange conferences with bodies 
of similar inclinations and to arrange for 
the exchange of fraternal delegates with 
conferences of sister denominations wher- 
ever possible. 


The Commission is also instructed to pre- 
pare a booklet which will urge upon our lo- 
cal church the spirit of Christian fellow- 
ship and offer suggestions of methods of 
co-operation and that this booklet shall be 
paid for out of the funds for such purposes 
administered by the Board of Publications, 
the same to be for general and free circu- 
lation among cur own people and repre- 
sentatives of other churches who may de- 
sire to use it. 


Finally, we urge our people everywhere to 
follow the method of Jesus in praying for 
the oneness of the people of God and to put 
out of their own hearts any spirit of preju- 
dice, narrowness, or limited fellowship.” 

Acting upon this declaration adopted by 
the General Board the Commission has em- 
bodied the following aims and plans in its 
task and is working toward their realiza- 
tion. 

1. To make the ideal of Christian Unity 
stand out in our denominational life with 
the emphasis due it. Our fathers long ago 
saw the need for unity and committed the 
church in one of its foundational principles 
to meet it. That need and the opportunity 
to answer it are greater in our day than they 
were in theirs. Therefore at the sugges- 
tion of the Commission, Christian Unity 
Day, April 12, has been set aside in the 
Calendar of the church for this purpose. It 
is designed to be educational, making possi- 
ble a wide distribution of literature, deliv- 
ery of sermons, general investigation, dis- 
cussion and contributions, all promoting its 
many aspects. 


2. To actually encourage by every pos- 
sible means greater comity among our own 
people, among the denominations, and in 
the several communities in which we are 
represented. 


8. Periodically to make overtures to the 
officials of other denominations relative to 
our conviction, as to the kind of unity for 
which Christ prayed and the great need for 
it, soliciting their prayers and efforts in the 
same interest. 


4. To effect an exchange of fraternal 
delegates and conferences for consultation 
with other bodies. 

5. To promote more general and hearty 
participation of our own people in interde- 
nominational movements. 

6. To arrange a retreat of several days 


_at Winona Lake among a number of denom- 


inational representatives to mutually con- 
sider and discuss the possibilities of closer 
relationships. 

7. To secure funds to further promote 
the work of Christian Unity and to provide 
a fair share of the financial obligation in- 
volved in our membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
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At Prayer Time 


The Son of man must suffer many things. 
—Mark 8:31. 

o 

Suffering has long been an unwanted 
portion of human experience. It still exists 
as a merciless burden upon the lives of 
thousands of men and women. Perhaps it 
has diminished in many forms; likely it has 
increased in others. In any case it is a 
type of experience that every one wishes 
the world were free from. 

Christianity says much about this condi- 
tion; its parent religion, also, had its 
theories and its teaching about the purpose 
of suffering. It seems at times that much 
that has been said, and much that has been 
interpreted, is hardly in accord with the 
attitudes of the mind and spirit of Jesus. 

There is an element of timeliness, there- 
fore, in the consideration of some of the 
heavy moments and feelings of Jesus. The 
theme is suggested for Lenten consideration 
by the Federal Council of Churches. We 
may well cherish in our hearts the deeper 
wishes that men may see more clearly than 
ever before the constructive relations of 
Jesus Christ and a suffering world. 

For suffering really should not exist any- 
where. While it has often acted to refine 
the human spirit, it has more often broken, 
if not destroyed, the best qualities in in- 
dividual human lives. Surely fine souls, 
such as we see in the forefront of New 
Testament life, should be freed in any age 
from the hindrances that suffering implies. 

Wrong human ways are the causes of 
this heavy experience. There are times, it 
is true, when some failure of nature leaves 
men without food or home, and there are 
times when sickness unexpectedly breaks 
upon us and spreads widely; over these 
conditions we may not always have a great 
control. But in the sufferings of the spirit, 
we must look for causes that exist in our 
human ways. 

A pathos thus pervades that phase of 
Jesu3’ life and work that this Scripture 
suggests. His way forward now was 
blocked by men and women who were 
either dulled in spirit, or were bigoted, or 
influenced by inhumane interests. 


oO 


Where cross the crowded ways of life 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

We hear thy voice, O Son of man. 
—North. 


o 

He would go forward, that is expected. 
True souls do not waver because of opposi- 
tion. 
He would suffer! At least he did; and 
reasons are not hard to find. 

Many of the people who heard him made 
no effort to understand him. For them, be- 
liefs had become fixed. No new contribu- 
tion, either to thinking or spirit, was 
wanted. 

For people also refused to respond spirit- 


Naturally Jesus would not do so.. 


ually to Jesus: that is, they were as un- 
moved by the ideals of fellowship and of 
human appreciations as by the logic and 
reason that Jesus used. In all his work, 
love was the large motive. All of the 
earlier messages of Jesus were friendly. 
But for this fine human feeling that Jesus 
made plain, he received taunts of derision, 
and finally the treachery of hate. 

But it is little use to recount these ex- 
periences of Jesus unless we seek to inter- 
pret them in terms of the present human 
situation. In our day, as well as in his, 
it is possible for the far-seeing prophets of 
the spirit to meet with little response, and 
then to suffer. 

For it is hard to think of an experience 
more cutting than must be felt by souls 
who would lead people to the very Kingdom 
of Heaven, but find their way blocked by 
hostile sentiments. To invite men to 
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Let us pray for such classes as the 
following: 


{For the war-wounded who bear about 
in their bodies the marks of cruel con- 
flict; for mothers, fathers widows, and 
orphans of the war-dead; 


7For the hungry, the homeless, the 
destitute, who cry out in their distress; 
for all who suffer adversity of any 
kind; 


7For the children of the poor, whose 
young lives are bowed beneath the 
yoke of early toil and who are denied 
opportunities that other children enjoy; 
7For relief workers in many fields of 
human suffering; 


{For rescue workers who extend the 
saving hand to the submerged; 


{For settlement workers who exempli- 
fy the spirit of Christ in handicapped 
communities; 


qFor the workers of the world whose 
toil makes possible the life of man; 


For the masters of industry and com- 
merce who bear heavy loads of respon- 
sibility that must be consecrated to 
human welfare.—From “A Call to 
Prayer,” in Federal Council Bulletin. 
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reason, then to meet the rebuff or inherited 
sentiment or organized prejudice is to feel 
a hard blow. Or to urge men to be moder- 
ate, to appeal for the exercise of principles 
of human brotherhood; or, greater still, to 
seek to have men reverence and respect 
good motive, then to be resisted by the de- 
signs of the shallow-spirited must result in 
pain of spirit in any day. 

It is felt in our day—this pain of spirit 
—wherever there is a thinking, aspiring, 
truthful, humanly interested spirit meeting 
with an unappreciative—it may be a design- 
ing—public. 

oO 

An oft quoted passage from the fourth 
Gospel may seem to be unrelated here, but 
it offers suggestion for our meditation. It 
is John 3:16. You know it well! 

Let the theologies do what they will with 
the passage. When they are through there 
will still be left the most important con- 
sideration of all: the author felt that there 
was an unbounded spiritual interest back 
of all that Jesus said and did. 
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There is no thought of suffering in it. 
The whole statement suggests a sense of 
purpose that pointed to wide enlargements 
of life. 

Surely it cannot be true that God meant 
that suffering was to be the inescapable lot 
of Jesus. f 

Nor would Jesus feel that it was in- 
evitable that he have the bitterest experi- 
ence the heart can know if he sought to 
live as an expression of God’s infinite in- 
terest in humanity. 


oO 


Not they who soar, but they who plod 
Their rugged way, unhelped, to God 
Are heroes; they who higher fare, 
And flying, fan the upper air, 
Miss all the toil that hugs the sod. 
’Tis they whose backs have felt the rod, 
Who feet have pressed the path unshod, 
May smile upon defeated care, 

Not they who soar. 


High up there are no thorns to prod, 
Nor bowlders lurking ’neath the clod 

To turn the keenness of the share, ~ 
Nor flight is ever free and rare; 

But heroes they the soil who’ve trod, 

Not they who soar. 
—Dunbar. 
o 

There are those who have launched their 
lives as a part of the Christian enterprise 
of freeing and helping life. 

Some of them are suggested in the insert 
which attends this meditation. 

Others are types of different misfortune. 
We are not to say which form is the most 
severe. 

But it is the spirit of man that is back 
of most of the broken heart of it all. It is 
this that Christianity seeks to clear from 
the path of spiritual progress. 

And the Christian heart will always 
suffer, and the Kingdom of God be delayed, 
until the doors of the minds and hearts of 
men are opened to all the leadings that 
love and truth suggest. 


o 


Often when I seem most sad, 
My heart is really wildly glad. 


Often when I seem most gay, 
My soul is lost in sorrow’s way. 


The old world stares and seems to see, 

Yet never knows the real of me. 

—Edgar Daniel Kramer, in the Chris- 
tian Register. 


oO 


Eternal spirit of love, we want our minds 
opened more to all the meanings of the life 
thou hast given us. We want larger under- 
standings of human purpose that may seem 
concealed to our eyes yet which is at work 
in the motives of many who are about us. 
For all who suffer we pray that thy com- 
fort be given them. And for all who serve 
with deep desire and well planned motive 
to extend the happiness and usefulness of 
life we pray that thy strength may attend 
them. May the days come soon when need- 
less suffering will no more hinder our 
progress. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 























Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Another Echo 

HOSE of us who have been especially 

interested in the preparation of Chris- 
tian literature for women and children in 
mission lands were very glad to see and 
hear Mrs. Donald McGillivray, a mission- 
ary to China, who takes time from her 
busy life to edit the magazine for Chinese 
children, “Happy Childhood,” which is the 
only magazine of its kind published. She 
spoke at the meeting of the Federation of 
Woman’s Boards for Foreign Missions held 
in connection with the Washington Conven- 
tion. 

Some extracts from her address: 


The Mormons give $30,000 annually for 
the. distribution of their literature in a 
Christian country, but we seem content to 
give $7,000 for the distribution of Christian 
literature for women and children who 
would otherwise have no Christian reading. 

The young people of China are being 
trained in the preparation of Christian 
literature so it is hoped they may in time 
be able to take over this work themselves. 

1,128,000 pages of Christian literature for 
women and children were put out last year 
in China, and the demand is much greater 
than the supply which is always limited by 
the lack of funds. There are 12,000 copies 
of “Happy Childhood” published, and the 
edition is always exhausted and hundreds 
of orders not filled. 


We are glad to add that our Woman’s 
Board is one of the ten boards who con- 
tribute annually to the fund and that our 
gift of one hundred dollars per year stands 
forth in amount in the contributions. 

A. B. D. 


‘DHE leaflet on “Stewardship of Service” 

is ready for distribution. Send us a few 
cents for postage, and tell us how many 
you want for your missionary society. 


Ming Kwong 
ANY of our folks have been studying 
this delightful book during this foreign 
mission period, and have become interested 
in China, and also foreign missions in gen- 
eral. The following tells us of some Chris- 
tian martyrs of China: 


Liu Ming-Ch’in, the Martyred Drugzist 

He was originally a druggist by pro- 
fession, but was so impressed with the 
doctrines of the Christian religion that he 
at once put away his false gods and joined 
the Church. His interest in church work 
soon led the missionary in charge to employ 
him as chapel-keeper, and the love of the 
church members was a constant testimony 
to the wisdom of his choice. 

He was taken by the Boxers and led to 
the temple of Yu Huang, their head- 
quarters, where he was bound to a stake. 
All the way to the temple and after he 
was bound he continued to exhort them, 
when, angered by his exhortations or con- 
demned by their own consciences, one 
slapped him in the face. Still he ceased 
not, until a brute, exclaiming, “You still 
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preach, do you?” slit his mouth from ear 
to ear. Even this did not silence him, and 
they finally cut out his tongue, smoked him 
with incense, and cut off his hands and feet. 
Even while he was dying, we are told, his 
face wore a look of happiness and peace, so 
much so as to cause the Boxers to wonder 
and remark, and their only way of account- 
ing for it was: 

“He has eaten the medicine of the for- 
eigner until he does not fear to die.”— 
Professor Isaac T. Headland, in “Chinese 


Heroes.” 
A Girls Testimony 


This girl had studied many years in the 
Bridgman school. After the school dis- 
banded her father took her to her home in 
a village near T’ungchou, and when danger 
became imminent he started with her for 
the Eastern Mountains, the girl riding on 
a donkey, her father walking by her side. 
Before they had found a refuge a band of 
Boxers saw them, and knowing by the girl’s 
unbound feet that she was a Christian, they 
pursued her and dragged her from her 
donkey to a Boxer altar in a neighboring 
village. Here, surrounded by cruel foes, 
she was commanded to burn incense to the 
gods. 

“No,” she said, “I cannot burn incense, 
for I believe in Jesus. I am not afraid, 
even though you kill me, for I shall go 
straight to my Heavenly Father.” 

Hardly had she ceased speaking when she 
heard his “Welcome home!”—Miss Luella 
Miner, in “China’s Book of Martyrs.” 





The General Convention 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





HE literature for Christian Unity Day 

—April 12—is being printed with all 
possible speed, and will be mailed to our 
church clerks in time for distribution on 
the First Sunday in April. It includes the 
following-named pieces: 


A folder—“Aims and Plans of the Commission on 
Christian Unity,’’ by Rev. F. G. Coffin, Albany, 
Missouri, Chairman of the Commission. 

A folder—“The Function of the Christian Church in 
the Present Program of Christian Unity,’’ by Rev. 
Martyn Summerbell, Lakemont, N. Y. 

A folder giving the names of churches, by confer- 
ences, and the amounts they contributed to the Fed- 
eral Council Fund, September 30, 1923, to Septem- 
ber 80, 1924. 

A symposium on the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America: 

“The Reason For It,’? Rev. Martyn Summerbell. 

“What It Is,” Rev. O. W. Powers (Reprint). 

“Its Spirit and Its Purpose,” Rev. G. A. Con- 


ibear. a 

“Why Should the Christian Church Co-operate 
With It.” Rev. F. G. Coffin. 

“The Ultimate Union of All the Followers of 
Christ,’ Rev, F. H. Peters. 

“The Christian Churches Obligation and Privi- 
lege,” Rev. W. H. Denison. 


oo Nn a one 
- . : oe 8 


The program, as outlined by the Commis- 
sion for Christian Unity Day, involves much 
work and considerable expense, both of 
which the Commission felt was not only 
justified by the importance of the day, but 
really demanded. And then, too, the oft 
repeated and loudly proclaimed attitude of 
the Christian Church toward Christian 
Unity appealed strongly to the Commission 
in planning for the day, for it felt that in 
the offering we would show our faith by our 
works. In the light of the offering Septem- 
ber 30, 1923—1924, it will be difficult to 
establish our sincerity. Nothing short of a 
general and generous contribution will dis- 
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prove our indifference to the cause of Chris- 
tian Unity. Let me remind you that the 
Commission requests, and even .urges, our 
pastors to preach on Christian Co-operation. 
If Jesus prayed that they all might be one, 
certainly no more appealing theme could be 
presented on the day commemorating his 
resurrection. 


T would be a real pleasure to mention the 
many offerings received at this office 
from persons who have grown old in the 
service of their Christ, but whose interest in 
the church and devotion to truth have in- 
creased with their years. Among the many 
that might be mentioned, two stand out be- 
fore me as representative of that stalwart 
class of “old-time preachers” of which but 
few remain in the flesh. They are Rev. E. 
Cameron, of Kansas, and Rev. Mrs. A. S. 
K. Burton, of Michigan. Both are retired 
from the active ministry. They have grown 
old in service and sacrifice, and their names 
are unknown to the rank and file of the 
church. It is safe to say that no other 
names appear more often on the record of 
personal gifts than the names of these two, 
and for the last several years each gift 
spelled interest, loyalty, and sacrifice. A 
few days ago a gift of one dollar came from 
Brother Cameron, and the same mail 
brought an offering from a church of near- 
ly a hundred members of only a trifle more 
than Brother Cameron’s. The secret of the 
difference is that Brother Cameron first 
gave himself unto the Lord. In our finan- 
cial plans, fashioned so closely after the 
world’s, we are overlooking that fundamen- 
tal principle in benevolence, that of first 
giving ourselves unto the Lord. It is no 
trouble for the man who believes in God to 
believe in miracles, neither is it any trouble 
to the man who has given himself unto the 
Lord to give his money to the Lord’s cause. 
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Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Thinking Straight on Money Matters 

NE who gives any thought to this mat- 

ter is strongly impressed with the need 
of the stewardship message. Pastors and 
others have an urgent duty to make the 
message clear. Often Christians and 
churches have strange ideas about the 
finances of the Kingdom. Sometimes church 
officials allow things done in church matters 
that those same persons would condemn in 
the business world. Take the matter of the 
misuse of funds. In ordinary life mis- 
appropriation of funds is a crime and 
severely punished, yet that very thing is 
quite frequently done in churches without 
hesitancy. Money given for one purpose is 
used for another purpose. Both purposes 
may be very worthy, but that gives no 
authority to divert from one cause to an- 
other. Money “bcrrowed” from one treas- 
ury to use in another temporarily, is 
“forgotten” and never replaced. Sometimes 
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pastors have seemingly approved of such 
transactions. Every benevolent board, such 
as missions, can tell incidents that come to 
them from this church and that. Two 
things will help to prevent such occurrences 
and we urge them for all churches; one 
is that of a church auditor, elected as a 
regular officer of the church who shall audit 
all books of the church at least annually. 
Men who handle funds should want their 
books audited. The other is that all 
churches should have two treasurers, one 
for the current expenses, and one for the 
benevolences. 


There are other strange ideas that people 
get about the funds of the Kingdom, due 
frequently to the lack of stewardship in- 
struction such as: 


a. That removing from one community 
to another automatically relieves one from 
meeting obligations previously assumed. 
One subscribes a definite amount per week 
to a church for a year and during the year 
moves away and never pays any attention 
to settlement of the account definitely as- 
sumed and upon which the church has de- 
pended. He seems unconcerned about his 
just obligation. 


b. That changing denominational rela- 
tionship frees one from all financial obliga- 
tions assumed to the former denomination. 
Perhaps it is educational funds borrowed to 
help through school. It may be other funds. 
I have had ministers and laymen to write 
me, when I have asked for the payment of 
their Forward Movement subscriptions, 
that they had joined another denomination 
now. They assumed that they were under 
no obligation to pay legal and solemn obli- 
gations held by the former church. They 
pass it off seemingly without any compunc- 
tion of conscience. Sacred obligations, def- 
initely assumed, legal, deliberately made, 
were thrown to the winds with no seeming 
conscience in the matter. They would not 
think for a moment that changing com- 
munities, or changing church or denomina- 
tional relationship would relieve them from 
paying a definitely assumed, legal, grocery 
bill. There is great need of the teaching of 
the real stewardship message. 


¢. That funds subscribed for a definite 
purpose, legally made, with definite times 
of payment, can be used for some other 
cause without the consent of the party hold- 
ing the obligation. One subscribes a definite 
amount per year to one of our colleges for 
a certain number of years, or to the For- 
ward Movement. The college or church 
plans its work on that sacred obligation 
held in hand. Upon notice that payment 
number two is due the subscriber replies 
that he gave that payment to some other 
cause, “repairing our church” or “Near 
East Relief,” and counts his subscription as 
paid and seems to have no conscience in the 
matter. He seems to think that giving to 
some worthy cause is all that is necessary 
regardless of the definite obligation as- 
sumed. As much as to say that paying 
= grocery bill also pays his dry goods 
ill. 


These are only a few of the ways that 
are ever emphasizing the great need of 
stewardship teaching. They are not bad 
people and would not like to be called dis- 
honest or be charged with misappropriation 
of funds, but that is really what it is and 
they must be set right in their thinking on 
money matters in relation to the Kingdom. 
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Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, General Secretary 





R. Hermon Eldredge has just completed 

a successful tour of Christian churches 
in the Erie Conference beginning at Con- 
neaut, Ohio, and ending at DeWittville. 
N. Y. 

The nature of the tour was that of inter- 
esting the people in the full program of 
Christian Education of our church and 
getting in touch with the leadership in 
these local churches. In each church there 
were held at least two meetings, one with 
the leaders of the Sunday-school, Christian 
Endeavor, and missionary forces, and an- 
other for the general public. The churches 
speak in highest terms of the help such 
close touch and help give them for their 
local work and their broader vision of the 
general work. 

The conferences with the leaders were 
especially interesting and helpful and while 
they were informal and sometimes around 
a supper table and confined to questions 
and answers, yet the leaders were prone to 
leave and many that had other engage- 
ments forgot them in their interest in the 
discussions. At Conneaut where the meet- 
ing was scheduled to last for an hour and 
a half, it finally broke up after over four 
hours. 

The churches covered in the tour were 
Conneaut, Ohio, East Springfield, Fairview, 
Springboro, Draketown, Washington, and 
Bear Lake, Pa., and DeWittwille, N. Y.—all 
of which were found in a growing condition. 
East Springfield is to celebrate its centen- 
nial this month with Dr. J. F. Burnett and 
others present. Springboro has opened its 
basement for Sunday-school and Christian 
Endeavor work and for social gatherings. 
The work at Fairview is small, but there is 
a little company there that stands through 
thick and thin for the work and gave an 
offering of twenty dollars for Foreign Mis- 
sions during Mr. Eldredge’s visit. The 
work at Draketown is reaching a foreign 
element in a splendid way and the Wash- 
ington Church has more of an American 
rural community. Bear Lake has a small 
church but a great work, and Brother Mc- 
Micheal and his good wife are at it day 
and night. At DeWittville the Christian 
Church has been served by ministers from 
other denominations for many years, but 
now Rev. N. W. Crowell and his helpmeet 
are established in the parsonage and plans 
for progress are in the minds of the mem- 
bers of the church. 

One of the results of this tour by Mr. 
Eldredge was the forming of Leadership 
Training classes and the introduction of 
our Sunday-school literature in schools 
which were using outside literature. Pro- 
motion of our summer schools and colleges 
was one of the themes of discussion and 
new Christian Endeavor and Sunday-school 
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plans introduced. Special and regular mis- 
sionary teaching in the regular work of the 
church was a topic of discussion and a 
splendid interest was shown in the way the 
churches accepted plans for the promotion 
of this work. 

DeWittville, N. ‘Y., voted to invite the 
semi-annual meeting of the conference for 
institute work on all these subjects in May, 
and it is likely that the invitation will be 
accepted. DeWittville is beautifully sit- 
uated on Chautauqua Lake at Point Chau- 
tauqua and is the only church in this local- 
ity and has a splendid field. 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





N Thursday evening, March 12, we re- 

ceived a cable message from Brother 
Barrett in Ponce, Porto Rico, stating that 
Miss Williams had been placed aboard a 
boat bound for New York. The doctor at 
the hospital in Ponce declared she could live 
only a few weeks unless she came to the 
States immediately and there was no other 
alternative but for her to come. Rev. and 
Mrs. Sailer, and Brother Barton met her at 
the boat and cared for her until she could 
start west. This morning, March 18, she 
reached Dayton where she will spend a few 
days with her friends and co-workers, 
Brother and Sister W. H. Martin, who 
served our cause in Porto Rico several years 
ago. Arrangements are being made to place 
her where she can be given the best of care. 
She is extremely weak, but in spite of it 
all she shows that same cheerful spirit and 
intense zeal for the work which has always 
characterized her service. May it please 
the Lord to restore her health and give her 
yet a service to perform here in the States 
in quickening the interest of many more in 
the cause she loves. 


OFFERINGS are beginning to come in 

and we believe from the first few that 
we have been able to check up on that-.the 
majority will show the fifteen percent in- 
crease asked for by the General Conven- 
tion. Of course some are bound to fall be- 
low, but some will have caught the spirit 
of missions so that they will not rest con- 
tent with just making the minimum goal, 
but they will go beyond it, as some already 
have done. Up to the twelfth of the month, 
forty-two church offerings had been re- 
ceived. Of these eight fell below their gifts 
of last year, twelve had sent no offering 
last year so that their offering cannot be 
compared on a percentage basis, one gave 
the-same as last year, one made a gain of 
two percent, and fifteen made a gain of 
from eighteen percent to five hundred per- 
cent. The balance sent in only partial 
offerings and therefore could not be com- 
pared. 

This is only the beginning, however, as 
most churches began taking the offering 
on the eighth and have held it open for a 
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week or two to give every one a chance to 
help. We believe the next 'two weeks will 
give us a fair idea of what to expect for 
this year. We hope every church and every 
Sunday-school and every Christian En- 
deavor society will make the offering soon 
and send it in within a reasonable time. 


The Blessings 


The response of Sunday-schools and Chris- 
tian Endeavor societies with special offer- 
ings for the “World Friendship Fund” thus 
far shows a fine interest on the part of our 
young people in supporting the young 
people who are now at work overseas. Let 
us have your contributions quickly. 


of Pentecost 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 5, 1925 
Acts 2:36-47 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Repent ye, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.— 
Acts 2:38. 


a 
Vv 





Monday, March 30—The Master’s In- 
structions. Acts 1:1-11. 
Tuesday, March 31—Waiting for the 
Holy Spirit. Acts 1:12-14. 
Wednesday, April 1—The Coming of 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:1-13. 
Thursday, April 2—The Blessing of 
Pentecost. Acts 2:36-47. 
Friday, April 3—The Baptism of Jesus. 
Matt. ag 

aturday, April 4—The Glory of e 
xo Micah 411-5. 
Sunday, April 5—The Prophetic Prom- 
ise. Joel 2:28-32. 











A SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Opening Music. ; 

Model Prayer—By men and boys (standing). 

Hymn—"‘‘Lord Speak to Me,” No. 143 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Lesson—After a resume by the superinten- 
dent of the events recorded in Chapter I, 
and an explanation of the crowd present, 
read the lesson responsively, those reading 
from the old King James version respond- 
ing to those reading from the new Ameri- 
can Standard version. 

Prayer—By Pastor; thanks for the church 
and all that it has meant, and a prayer 
that the great work of Jesus may be carried 
right on by the church in our home com- 
munity, our State, in Arizona, and to the 
uttermost. 

Hymn—"“Holy Spirit, Truth Divine,” No. 71 
in “Worship and Song.” 

Class Session. 

Musical Recall. 

Our Aim for This Quarter—By the super- 
intendent. 

What of Our School Today—By the secre- 
tary. 

Hymn—"“Onward, Christian Soldiers,’ No. 
185 in “Worship and Song.” 

Mizpah. 

A Preview 
We are now, in the uniform lessons, to 
study for nine months in Acts of Apostles. 

This book was evidently written by Luke, 

the beloved friend of Paul, and the writer of 

the Gospel according to Luke. In the “‘for- 
mer treatise” Luke writes of what “Jesus 
began both to do and to teach."” Now he 
is going to write of what Jesus continued to 
do and teach. He is telling his friend, and 
through him telling the world, how the 

Church composed of the followers of Jesus 

carried on his great work. 


Study Suggestions for Acts 
ET us study it all. Let us become 


masters of Acts. It is idle to say we 
have not time to study these long lessons. 


Surely we can make a fairly careful study 
in nine months of a book which we could 
probably read in less than an hour. And 
right now read the whole book through at 
one sitting so as to get the connected story. 

Then as we go along let us make an 
outline for ourselves. It may be unlike any- 
one else’s, but it will be better than anyone 
can do for us. For instance, we might see 
how it follows the line as given in chapter 
1:8, and watch the followers of Christ as 
they witness in Jerusalem, in Judea, in 
Samaria, and. then on to the uttermost part 
of the world as they knew it. Or you may 
think of the beginnings, and then of the 
leadership of Peter, and then of Paul. Or 
you may think of the first twelve chapters 
as the church getting started, and the rest 
of the book as clustering around the four 
missionary journeys of Paul. 
Peter, the Rock now but Still the Jew 

No more will he turn back, and forgetting 
the things that are behind, he is looking, 
eyes front, unto Jesus. But still Jesus 
must be to him the great Jew as he sees it 
in the old law. And still there must be 
the mechanical number twelve for the dis- 
ciple group. The way they chose the 
twelfth was evidently no more successful 
then than it would be now if we chose by 
lot. This is the last we ever hear of 
Matthias, but at least two, Stephen and 
Philip, who were later elected, meant much 
to the Early Church. 
Pentecost, Old and New 

The fiftieth day after the Passover the 
Jews came together not now in the sadness 
of unleavened bread, but in the joy of the 
harvest home. They were giving their 
thanks to God for the harvest which he had 
given them. But now and forever it is 
the anniversary of the baptism of power. 
They become conscious that Christ is not 
dead but eternally living. Many of them, 
too, became conscious that he was more 
than a Jew. He had become a Parthian 
and a Mede and an Elamite. He had be- 
come an Egyptian and a Roman, and as we 
go back and listen again today we know 
that he has become, too, an American. How 
rich his voice sounds in our. language. But 
how rich it must sound, too, in Japanese, 
“OQ, Zion, haste.” 
Witnessing : 

Peter did not preach; he bore witness, 
and challenged them that they, too, are all 
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witnesses. It is great to be a skilled the- 
ologian, and the world will always need 
them, but you can be what Peter was and 
what Jesus said they all were to be. You 
can by life and word tell others of a liv- 
ing, loving, reigning Jesus. It is Jesus we 
need in America, and it is Jesus they need 
in Porto Rico. ' 


Jesus Is Lord 


When he was helpless (apparently) in 
the hands of the Jewish mob and the 
Roman soldiers, they doubted it for a little. 
Even the women, though they clung to 
every last hope as women will, were adrift. 
But they can all see him now and forever 
as Jesus the Lord. He is the hope of the 
world, and nothing else and no one else can 
beat its swords into ploughshares, and give 
its women and children a chance to live, 
and settle its industrial disputes, and wipe 
its tears away. How this world does need 
Jesus. 


3000 

What victories they are having in King- 
dom Enlistment and Educational Evangel- 
ism. And literally thousands in India are 
pressing to come in. You will notice that 
this result was attained as they were all of 
one accord. Thousands can come again 
and will come when the Church ceases her 
fundamentalist bickering, and her modern- 
ist sharp-shooting. A church that squabbles 
never wins men for Jesus either locally, de- 
nominationally, or nationally. a 

Then the cry will once again be, “What 
shall we do?” If some of those churches 
where they are having the large ingather- 
ings, would only quickly undertake some 
great Christian task, like the support of a 
missionary in some home or foreign field, 
what is would mean to their future. There 
are three great words—Repent, Confess, 
and Carry on. 


The Price of “Having My Way” 
HEN Dr. John Timothy Stone was given 
a farewell dinner by his people as he 
was about to leave on his tour around the 
world, he said: “I don’t believe in a pastor 
forcing his will on the people. This church 
was not built just the way I wanted it to 
be. I didn’t insist on my way, because I 
wanted to preach in it after it was built.” 
No small amount of the philosophy and 
common sense of Dr. Stone is compressed 
into these few words. Generally he has had 
his way, yet he also has the grace and the 
good sense not to insist on his way always, 
even when he is sure he is right. Many a 
pastor gets his way at too dear a price. A 
victory may be a disastrous defeat. In all 
our relations—commercial, political, social, 
domestic, and religious—we can yield much 
to others, without the weakening of princi- 
ple, and perhaps receive more in compen- 
sating consideration than we would have 
gained otherwise. But if we are rigid as 
iron to the last degree of having our own 
way, we may break others only to get brok- 
en ourselves.—The Continent. 
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What Should the Church Expect of Me? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR APRIL 5, 1925 
2 Tim. 2:1-7, 15-26 (Consecration Meeting) 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


The following discussion topics are given with the 
idea that selection will be made of one or two or as 
many as you think it would be profitable for your 
young people to spend the time discussing: 


What Should the Church Expect of Me in Char- 


acter? ' ae 
What Should the Church Expect of Me Financially‘ 


What Should the Church Expect of Me in Service? 

What Proportion of My Time Has the Church a 
Right to Expect? 

What Has the Church a Right to Expect of Me 


i ty? 

ype Hymns: “What Shall J Render to My 
God?” “May Those Who Have Thy Name Confessed. 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” “O Where Are Kings 
and Empires Now?” “O Thou, Whose Own Vast 
Temple Stands,” ‘Faith of Our Fathers. 


Thoughts on the Daily Readings 


N ONDA Y—Aittendance. Heb. 10:19-25. 
V. 25. “Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is.” The Church has a right to ex- 
pect that I shall attend her services. No 
church can exert her maximum of influence 
without a maximum of attendance, and her 
influence for good will wane in proportion 
to her decrease in attendance. Many a 
pastor finds his efforts practically nullified 
eafter hard work to persuade some indiffer- 
ent person to attend the church. He finally 
succeeds in getting his promise to attend 
and one day he has the joy of seeing this 
person in the congregation. But his joy 
dies almost as soon as born when he looks 
down and sees the empty pews that should 
be filled with members of the church and 
realizes that this will undoubtedly be the 
last time that person will ever come to that 
church. The church has a right to expect 
you, unless you have “some reason which 
you can conscientiously give to your Lord 
and Master,” to be present at “all her regu- 
lar Sunday and mid-week service.” 

Tuesday—Loyalty. Ps. 187:1-6. Vs. 5,6. 
“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning.” 

If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer 
not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” 

We cannot estimate the loyalty of these 
Jewish children of God, away in captivity, 
to their temple at Jerusalem. They prized 
it above their chief joy. Perhaps it might 
lead some people whom I know, who are 
anything but loyal to their church, to an 
appreciation of the real value of the church 
in their lives, if they could be absolutely de- 
prived of the blessings of the ministry of 
the church for a time. There are some 
loyal souls who ‘prefer the church above 
their chief joy. “There are some who pre- 
fer the Sunday movie and the Sunday joy- 
ride, or the Sunday newspaper, or the Sun- 
day family reunion above the service of 
their church. 

Wednesday—Service. “For other founda- 


tion can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.” The Church is _ being 
builded upon that foundation. (Matt. 16:16, 
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18) If you are a Christian, the church 
shculd expect that you help by your service 
in rearing the structure of Christianity in 
the world. The church renders real service 
to you and you should render service to 
Christ through the church. If the church 
but had the whole-hearted service of her 
members, what a power it could be in the 
world. As it is now she has the whole- 
hearted service of a few, the half-hearted 
service of a few more, the quarter-hearted 
service of some others, and the no-hearted 
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A Mother’s Letter 
HOME NEST. 

EAR GIRL: 

There are a few signs of spring hovering around. To be sure the ground- 
hog saw his shadow. But he always does. March came in very lionish. But 
I’m not scared of him. 

We still stoke the furnace, the price of coal hasn’t gone down much; and 
we still drain old Henry’s radiator at night. But he’s so old he’d take cold in 
éuly, if we left the water in his “inwards.” 

In spite of it all “spring’s in the air today.” 

I saw a bird carrying a straw! It was one of those troublesome sparrows 
that tell tales on naughty little girls. But he knew that spring is just around 
the corner and he’d better help Mrs. Sparrow get a nest built. 

But the very best and surest sign of all is the way your father acts. He 
xoes around with a haunted look in his eyes and treads softly for fear he’ll 
disturb me. Takes off his overshoes before coming into the house when the 
kitchen floor has been newly scrubbed, hangs up his coat and hat on their 
proper peg, and does not scatter the evening paper over the floor. If I speak 
to him suddenly, he jumps! 

Some folks might think he was coming down with some terrible sickness. 
Nope. Like the little boy who “jes’ ’fo e Christmass” was always as good as 
he could possibly be and still find life worth living, father always gets this 
way in the spring. He tries to be so good that I won’t notice what time o’ 
year it is. ‘For he knows by long years of experience that the first whiff of 
spring 1 get riles up my farmer blood like sap in the maple trees and nothing 
but a good dose of gardening will do me any good. And I take out a lot of my 
“garden bug” on him. He is expecting most any day to hear orders to hitch 
himself up to the spade and garden rake and he’s trying to get his alibis all 
ready to use on short notice! 

The other day I walked down street with little Marjorie. She was very 
proud of having been to market for her mother. She had a little basket with 
two bunches of carrots in it. I asked her whether she liked carrots. She said, 
“Oh, yes, I eat a big dish full.” I asked her how her mother cooked them 
that she liked them so well (remembering the little noses I’d seen turned up 
in the air over them!) She said, “Oh, sometimes she cooks them raw and some- 
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ling over them ever since: 
WARM BABIES 


Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, 

Walked in the furnace to an’ fro, 

Hay foot, straw foot, fro an’ to, 

An’ the flame an’ the smoke flared up the flue. 
Nebuchadnezzar he listen some, 

An’ he hear 'em talk, an’ he say “How come?” 
An’ he hear ’em walk, an’ he say “How so? 
Dem babes was hawg tied an hour ago!” 


Then Shadrach call, in an uppity way, 

“A little more heat or we ain’t gwine stay!’ 
An’ Meshach bawl, so dat furnace shake: 
“Lan’lawd, heat! fo’ de good Lawd’s sake!” 
Abednego yell, wid a loud “Kerchoo!” 

“Is you out to freeze us, y’ great big Jew!” 
Nebuchadnezzar, he rare an’ ramp, 

An’ call to his janitor, ‘“You big black scamp! 
Shake them clinkers an’ spend dat coal! 

I'll bake dem birds, if I goes in de hole!” 


hearing him read and tell stories. 
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times she cooks them not raw and I like them either way.” 
Your father found these verses in Current Opinion and has been chuck- 


You would enjoy seeing him sit with little Jean on his lap reading them 
to her. She'll say, “Read it again. Read warm babies in a furnace!” which 
amuses him very much. I think it reminds him of the way you used to enjoy 


I hope your professors will not be too hard on you these days. I know 
how you feel. I get so “giddy with spring” myself. I feel sorry for the pro- 
fessors. They have to look so wise and dignified, and I know they wish they 
could act as young and frivolous as they feel in the spring! 


He puts on de draf an’ he shuts de door 

So de furnace glow an’ de chimbly roar. 

Ol Nebuchadnezzar, he smole a smile. 
“Guess dat’ll hold ’em,” says he, “one while.” 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 

Walk on de hot coals to an’ fro, 

Gulp dem hot cinders like chicken meat 

An’ holler out fo’ a mite mo’ heat. 


Ol’ Nebuchadnezzar gives up de fight; 

He open dat door an’ he bow perlite. 

He shade his eyes from the glare infernal 
An’ say to Abednego, ‘Step out, Colonel.” 
An’ he says, ‘““Massa Shadrach, I hopes you all 
Won’t be huffy at me at all.” 


Then Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, 
Hay foot, straw foot, three in a row, 
Stepped right smart from dat oven door, 
Jes’ as good as they wuz before, 
An’ far as Nebuchadnezzar cud find, 
Jes’ as good as they wuz behind. 

—Keith Preston. 


Always with love, 
MOTHER. 
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service of a great many others. No wonder 
she limps through the world when she ought 
to fly. 

Thursday—Support. 1 Thes. 5:12-28. 
What a list of things Paul writes down here 
for our guidance in supporting the work of 
the church. High esteem for church lead- 
ers, pastors, Sunday-school superintendents, 
presidents of Christian Endeavor societies 
and missionary societies, deacons, trustees; 
peace among yourselves, helping the weak, 
Christlike toward others, full of joy, prayer- 
ful, thankful, obedient to the Spirit, not 
making light of the sermon, abstaining from 
all appearance of evil, sanctified, brotherly. 
Would it not be great if every member of 
the church supported the church in that 
way? Suppcse you set the example. 

Friday—Prayer. Eph. 1:15-23. How 
earnestly and persistently Paul prayed for 
the church. Why should Paul pray for the 
church any more than you? Do you ever 
pray for the church? If things are going 
badly in the church, do you criticize and 
find fault or pray? The latter will do lots 
more good. 

Saturday—Obedience. 1 Peter 5:1-7. 
“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves 
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject 
one to another, and be clothed with humil- 
ity: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble.” V. 5. There was a 
time when the authority of the church went 
too far and there came a righteous revolt. 
I wonder if we have not swung too far in 
the opposite directidn today, so that the 
church has lost practically all authority or 
at least fails to exercise authority to any 
great extent? I believe that the church 
should have some very simple but very 
necessary rules, and the members should be 
required to obey them; and like a well regu- 
lated family, if there should be an in- 
corrigible who is not willing to abide by 
these rules, he ought to be man enough to 
withdraw or else he ought to be expelled 
from the family. 

Sunday—What Should the Church Ex- 
pect of Me? 2 Tim. 2:1-7, 15-26. 

V. 1. “My son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus.” The church al- 
ways rejoiees when her sons and daughters 
are strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. The church should not expect her 
children to be weaklings when the Master 
of the church has made all provision neces- 
sary to make the children of the church 
strong. 

Vv. 2. “Able to teach others.” The 
church has a right to expect that her mem- 
bers should be teachers of others by their 
words and by their deeds. 

V. 8. “Endure hardness as a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ.” Every member of 
the church ought to be a soldier of the 
cross. The thing needed in soldiers is hard- 
ness. Do you get weak and are you A. W. 
O. L. when there is some hard task to be 
undertaken, some difficult problem to be 
threshed through, some walled city of the 
enemy to be captured, some giants of evil 


in the way? The church has a right to 
expect you to endure hardness. 

V. 4. “No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the things of this life.” The 
church has a right to expect that you will 
keep yourself from entangling alliances 
with the world. through worldly amuse- 
ments, worldly methods of business, worldly, 
aims. 

Vv. 5. “And if a man also strive for 
masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he 
strive lawfully. Have you entered the lists? 
Are you in the church as a competitor for 
the crown of life? You must play the game 
fair. There are rules of the game and God 
has given us the rules in his book, the 
Bible; you must obey the rules of the game 
if you are to be crowned. ‘ 

_V. 6. “The husbandman that laboreth 
must be first partaker of the fruits.” The 
church has a right to expect you to be a 
laborer. You have no right to be in the 
church as a shirker. There are tasks for 
all, and if the church does not provide one 
for you, make one, find one, out in the 
harvest field of God. Plough the ground, 
sow the seed, dig the thorns, pull the weeds, 
swing the sickle in the field of the souls of 
men, and join in the song of the harvest- 
home. Be a laborer, not a lingerer. Be a 
worker, not a shirker. 

V. 15. “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God.” The church has a right to ex- 
pect you to be a student of the Word of 
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God—a student that you may know it, a 
student that you may live it, a student that 
you may help others to live it. 

V. 21. “If a man therefore purge him- 
self from these, he shall be a vessel unto 
honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good work.” 
The church has a right to expect that our 
lives be clean and pure. 

V. 21. “Prepared unto every good 
work.” The church has a right to expect 
that her members be interested in her whole 
program. This takes in Christian Educa- 
tion, Sunday-school, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire 
Girls, Christian Endeavor, Missions. We 
may not be able to take active part in all of 
these activities, but we should be back of 
them with our prayers and interest, and 
ready to lend a hand as we may be able. 

Vs. 24-26. “The servant of the Lord.” 
The church has a right to expect us to be 
winners of souls. Are we meeting the ex- 
pectations of the church? Let us determine 
that by God’s grace we will do our best to 
meet it. 

For Discussion 


What services can we as Endeavorers render to 
our church? 

What right has the church to expect that I will 
attend her regular services? 

Name some ways in which you think our society 
is not meeting the expectations of the church. 

What right has the church to expect that I will 
support her enterprises with my money? 

Why has the church a right to expect that I will 
give of my time to the work of the church? 

Why has the church a right to expect that I will 
consecrate my talents to the work of the chureh? 


Upton’s Mysterious Fire 


A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 
(All Rights Reserved) 


F anyone ever heard tell of lightning 

coming from a cloudless sky, then I’d be 

willing to be charitable and think kindly, 
but as for Bert Gayton’s: house burning 
down by some act of unforeseen Providence, 
I call it rather rough on the Almighty to 
accuse him of such a deed.” 

Jennie Pike knotted another tie in the 
comforter which the women of the Upton 
Church were getting ready for their annual 
fair. She was generally slow to speak 
against anyone’s character and this after- 
noon when she spoke as she did, the rest of 
the circle concluded that there must be an 








i there be some weaker one, 

Give me strength to help him on; 
If a blinder soul there be, 
Let me guide him nearer Thee; 
Make my mortal dreams come true 
With the work I fain would do. 
Clothe with life the weak intent, 
Let me be the thing I meant; 
Let me find in thy employ 
Peace that dearer is than joy; 
Out of self to love be led. 
And to heaven acclimated, 
Until all things sweet and good 
Seem my natural habitude. 

- —John G. Whittier. 




















element of truth in the rumors which were 
being circulated through the village. 


Lucinda Norton finished rolling in one 
side of the comforter and adjusted the 
frames. Lifting her spectacles from her 
face, she very emphatically aired her im- 
pressions about the matter. 

“Yes, every man has his price and I guess 
Bert Gayton has his. Two thousand dol- 
lars for that cottage, that he didn’t want as 
soon as he finished his new house, besides 
the loss of his turnips seemed pretty tempt- 
ing bait.” 

Maria Farrell snipped the strings from 
the tie which she had just made and in a 
sort of inquisitive way remarked, “Not a 
single track of man or beast on the new 
fallen snow, not a spark of fire in the house 
for two whole days, not a single flaw in the 
chimney after the house is in aches, no elec- 
tric wires nor gas tubes anywhere, no 
matches left where mice and rats might use 
them for table golf or baseball bats, no 
greasy rags accumulating in a pile under 
some stairway (that would not be Dorothy 
Drown, Bert Gayton’s two-year bride) now 
even a will-o’-wisp in that high land I’d 
like to know how it could have been reduced 
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to ashes if some one’s hand did not give 
some assistance some time?” 

Lizzie Hutchins, one of the industrious 
members of the circle, without lifting her 
eyes from the square upon which she was 
working almost hissed her opinion. “Sakes 
a live, I have not forgotten old Jake Deane’s 
barn. Full of hay and no sale for it. Too 
far from his new barn to bring it over by 
hand and then again he had all he wanted 
there. Didn’t he and his wife drive over to 
town in the early morning, gone all day, and 
when they came back, at the edge of the 
evening the barn was all ablaze. The boys at 
the store wondered what Jake was ever go- 
ing to do with those three long candles that 
he bought at the store only a week before 
the barn burned. It took the witty little 
ten-year-old Bobbie Clark to show the gang 
how to arrange those candles in a line so 
they would burn for several hours and then 
when the last one was burned down to set 
fire to anything around it. Jake received the 
insurance money all right, but he avoided 
Bobbie Clark at every occasion after he 
asked him at the store one evening how long 
those three candles were in burning. Huh! 
Anyone with a little horse sense could make 
a fire break out a week after he had left the 
place.” 

Bertha Matthews, who was working upon 
an apron, held her work up partially in air 
long enough to say, “Well, Bert has always 
been a good boy and in the eyes of the law 
all men are innocent until proven guilty.” 

“Innocent nothing! Bertha Matthews, 
that insurance money, that soon-to-be use- 
less cottage, was bait enough for any man 
to seize the opportunity and turn the build- 
ing to ashes,” remarked Merle Simpson as 
she almost jabbed the needle through the 
comforter into her hand, so provoked to 
think that anyone dared to think of inno- 
cency at this stage of the game. 

“It’s four-thirty, ladies, the time for ad- 
journment,” said Bessie Rugg, the president 
of the sewing circle. “We have done a 
goodly lot of work this afternoon, and I am 
glad that you have finished the two comfort- 
ers as they are both sold and the parties 
want them as soon as convenient. Please be 
on hand promptly next week, as many of 
you as can possibly come, for there is con- 
siderable work yet to be finished for the 
fair. I wish you would find out at your 
leisure what piece of mechanism it is in 
God’s universe that he tells us is impossible 
of being tamed. To help you in your search 
for this wild freak of nature, I would say 
that the Apostle James, in the book that 
bears his name, tells us something about this 
wonderful piece of the divine handiwork.” 

The quilting frames were quickly restored 
to their places, the different pieces of aprons 
and fancy work were orderly placed in their 
respective places, and the members of the 
Upton Church sewing circle were soon on 
their way toward home—or in their differ- 
ent minds toward their Bibles to find out, if 
possible, the untamable member of God's 
creation. 
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Eight years before this afternoon, Bert 
Gayton had left his father’s farm and at- 
tended for four years the State Agricultural 
School. He had a natural liking for the 
farm animals and his course in animal hus- 
bandry had been faithfully pursued, and 
Bert had won several honors during his 
school years. Several flattering offers had 
“tempted him to leave Upton for good, but 
Bert’s dream was to come back and make 
the broad acres of his father’s farm yield 
big incomes. 

Bert’s father was in no position to help 
him finance the farm on the scale upon 
which he would like to start; but one of the 
professors at the school having watched 
Bert in his classroom work, told him one 
day that’ in whatever enterprise he cared to 
start in farming, at the end of the schocl 
program, he himself would be only too glad 
to assist him. Accepting the offer, Bert had 
started in with a small stock of thorough- 
bred cows and pigs, as well as three cheaply 


ANSWERED PRAYER 
The Request 


LORD. I would an artist or a sculptor be 

That I might serve thee with my artistry. 
I would paint pictures truly great and fine; 
I would shape marble with a touch divine 
So that all who looked on them might see 
Thy glory and be lifted up to thee. 

The Answer 
Three little ones are given to thy hand; 
Look into their faces, strive to understand 
That thou can’st paint upon their minds my 
word, 

And shape in tender hearts the image of 

thy Lord; 
Soon turned to dust the carven stone will be, 
But souls are shapen for eternity. 


Lo, I have granted your request, 
Not as you ask, but in the way that's best. 
—Florence Hartman Townsend. 
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constructed henhouses, but filled with some 
three hundred choice poultry, scientifically 
chosen. 

Bert’s ideas of farming were not all 
“book-learning” by any means; and at the 
end of the first year’s work his accounts 
showed that he was born to be a master of 
the line he had-chosen. He was not a slave 
to his work; for he gave himself time for 
church, for a few social gatherings, for re- 
search study of farm problems, and for a 
little pleasure in the auto which he pur- 
chased in connection with the farm work. 
The second November after Bert left school 
he added more to his investment by taking 
Dorothy Drown to be his wife and help- 
meet; and such indeed she proved to be, for 
she was as vitally interested in the prob- 
lems of the farm as was her husband. They 
built a small cottage a quarter mile from 
the old home, intending later to build a new 
barn near this site, as it was on higher 
ground with a more pleasant view than the 
old buildings. The cottage really was but 
the ell of the main house which they in- 
tended to build later on. 

Bert was building up a large dairy trade, 
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together with other farm products; and 
Dorothy had become a devotee of the poul- 
try, under Bert’s careful guidance. Suc- 
cess fairly beamed upon their pathway; and 
Daniel Gayton (Bert’s aged father) re- 
marked again and again that he did not 
dream there was so much gold in the old 
farm as Bert was digging from it each year. 

For his second wedding anniversary Bert 
decided that he and Dorothy would arrange 
to go to the college and attend the three 
days’ lectures to be given by a staff of noted 
professors on animal husbandry and and 
farm problems. They left home the twelfth 
of November, their wedding day. That 
night there was a light fall of snow, with a 
decided drop in the temperature. Bert had 
left competent men at the farm to look after 
things there and had seen to his cottage 
that there was nothing to be damaged by 
freezing weather. The men had no occasion 
therefore to go over to the cottage after 
Bert and Dorothy left it early that morning 
of the twelfth. 

When Jim Dodge, the boss farmer, opened 
the door of the old home to go out to do the 
chores the morning of the fourteenth he be- 
held a lurid light in the west, and a second 
look revealed to him that Bert’s cottage lay 
in ashes. He was an observing man, and 
calling the other men they went immediately 
toward the scene of the few remaining 
burning embers. 

“Don’t rush, men,” he said; “wait until 
I’ve looked the ground over first. - This 
fresh snow will reveal the tracks of the fel- 
low who has done this mean thing; and we 
must not cover or hide his tracks beneath 
those that we make ourselves.” 

Carefully and slowly did the men ap- 
proach the place where the home had been 
but the night before. There were black em- 
bers all around that had fallen during the 
fire. There had been no wind evidently; and 
while the snow had melted for some feet 
close by the house, there was not the faintest 
track of man or beast to be found leading to 
or from or even around the house. 

“Well, doesn’t that beat all,” said Jim. 
“If there had been only at least one clap 
of thunder we might have thought lightning 
did it. But with a cloudless sly like last 
night, and in November, the insurance men 
can hardly say it was struck by lightning. 
Bert told me, too that he let the fires all out 
that morning he went away; so there could 
be no faulty chimney to be the goat in this 
case; then, too, there it stands as closely 
cemented with that inner lining as the day it 
was made. It’s beyond me. to fathom out 
how that house was turned into ashes.” 

Bert and Dorothy arrived home that 
night and were quite overcome at the loss of 
their home, together with the books, note 
work, wedding presents, and souvenirs which 
every young married couple possesses. He 
immediately got in touch with the insur- 
ance companies that held the two policies 
upon the furniture and the house; and after 
some considerable debate and questicning 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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The Children 


When I’m Tucked in Bed 


Q ofttimes when I’m tucked in bed, 
And I my evening prayer have said, 
I look up in the sky so bright 

And see the wonders of the night. 
And then I wish that I might be 

A star just tem-po-ra-ri-ly. 


I’d call on Venus first, I think; 

Then from the Dippers we would drink. 
And soon I would the moon man see, 
’Cause maybe he would play with me. 
Then while I twinkled in and out 

I’d have him chase me roundabout. 


Perhaps we'd find the Milky Way 

And linger there till break of day. 
But when the sun did first appear, 
I’d leave the moon man, don’t you fear, 
And I would shoot right back to bed 
And rest my tired, sleepy head. 


—Margaret B. Elms, in Zion’s Herald. 


Cured by the First Dose 

’M not going to stand it any longer. I’m 

just being made a slave for this family, 
working all the time, getting in coal and do- 
ing errands. I’m not going to stay here,” 
declared Hal to his twin sister. 

“What are you going to do?” 

“I’m going to run away this very night— 
going with Joe and Bud.” 

“Aw, you won’t do it—you’re afraid to.” 

“Well, you’ll see. Look, here are the 
matches for the campfire.” 

“Mamma won’t let you go.” 

“She won’t know it. You won’t squeal on 
me, will you?” 

“IT think I’m going to tell.” 

“That’s low down, Hattie, and you’ll be 
a coward if you do.” 

“Well, I don’t. want you to go. We have 
never been separated in all our lives and I 
can’t live if you go away.” 

“Don’t go raising a scene, Hattie, but face 
it like a man.” 

“But I’m not a man. I’m only a little 
girl, so I won’t face it like any man, and 
I’m going to tell.” 

“If you don’t promise me this minute that 
you won’t tell a soul, I will go away this 
very minute and you will never see me 
again. Promise quick—will you?” 

“Oh, Hallie, I can’t.” 

“All right, out I go, and you will never 
see my face again.” 

“What is the matter, Hattie?” asked their 
mother, coming into the room. “Has Hal 
hurt you?” 

“No—no; he didn’t.” 

“Have you done anything, Hal?” asked 
their mother. 

“I haven’t done a thing.” 

“Do you know what she is crying about?” 

Hal hung his head and muttered some- 
thing about “old girls never keep a secret.” 

“Hattie, tell me at once what you are cry- 
ing about.” 

“Oh, I can’t—I can’t—he wanted me to 
promise and—” 


“Hal, are you a coward, to let your sister 
bear the blame for your wrong?” 

“TI haven’t done anything wrong.” 

“Then, what has happened? Why do you 
mind telling if you are not in the wrong?” 

“I didn’t say I was not in the wrong, but 
that I had done nothing wrong. Hattie may 
tell you if she wishes, but I won’t.” 

“If I have permission, I will tell her. He 
is planning to run away from home tonight, 
and I was begging him not to go, for I can’t 
live if he is gone.” 

“Oh, that’s what it is all about, is it? 
Well, if you wish to go, son, I’ll help you get 
off, for we do not wish anyone to stay with 
us unless he is willing to do so. I’ll go now 
and get your things ready.” 

Little Hattie was almost heartbroken at 
the thought of giving up her brother. 

“Oh, mamma, please don’t let him go. It 
will kill me,” declared she, bursting into a 
fresh weeping. 

“Yes, dearie, he may go if he wishes, and 
I'll get his clothes,” leaving the room. 

“Now you've done it, haven’t you? Gone 
and made her mad at me and now I’ve got to 

” 

*J didn’t do it, Hallie. It was you. Don’t 
be mad at me, for you know I want you to 
stay—oh, please don’t go away and leave 
me.” 

Almost before their mother had time to 
gather the boy’s clothing, she was back with 
an old suitcase. 

“I thought you would not care for your 
best things now, so FP have only put your 
old clothes in the grip, but when you get 
settled somewhere, write to. me and I'll send 
your other things.” 

“I was only fooling when I told Hattie I 
was going,” declared the boy, scowling at 
his sister. 

“But I heard you say not long ago that 
you meant to run away when you were a lit- 
tle older, so I think you may as well go 
now.” 

“J don’t think I want to go tonight,” fal- 
tered the boy. 

“Yes, you had better go; I did not get 
your overcoat, for some one might steal it 
while you are asleep in the woods.” 

“Oh, mamma,” cried Hattie, “some wolves 
or wild things might eat Hallie up.” 

“Let’s not prolong a sad scene, dear. 
Good-by, son. Be a good boy.” 

“Oh, Hallie,” cried his twin sister, throw- 
ing her arms about him, “I just can’t bear 
to see you go. I don’t want you to.” 

_ “T don’t want to go either, but mamma is 
making me. Oh, please let me stay, won’t 
you, mamma?” ' 

The tears were raining down the cheeks 
of both the children, but their mother looked 
as if she might be cold and hard, but once 
she gave a little sob, and Hal ran to her and 
threw both arms around her neck. 
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“Do you think you could be happy with 
us?” 

“Oh, I know I could—just try me.” 

“Then you may stay. Go put up your 
grip and get in the coal for tonight.” 

“I'll help you, Hallie—I’ll help you! Oh, 
goody! goody! You don’t have to go.” 

“I’m cured with the first dose.”—Ruth 
Carr, in Arkansas Methodist. 


Three Times and Out 


“One for the blackbird, 
One for the crow, 
One for the cutworm, 
And two to grow.” 


= was saying the old rhyme over 

and over again in a sing-song fashion as 
he planted sweet corn, five kernels to a hill, 
in his garden one morning before school. 
He filled in the earth over each hill, then 
stamped his hoe on it just as grandpa did. 

“Johnny,” said mamma that night, “I’m 


. afraid the squirrels have been digging up 


your corn. Two or three of them have been 
busy in your garden today.” 

Out Johnny ran to investigate. Sure 
enough the corn was gone, every little hill 
of it. “The little rascals!” exploded John- 
ny. “But I’ll plant it over in the morning.” 
He did, but with the same results. 


Johnny was very much vexed, but he 
wouldn’t give up. The third time he plant- 
ed, and the third time the squirrels dug it 
up. There was a colony of them living in a 
grove just up the hill, and Johnny’s corn 
was very handy. 

“T’ll fool ’em,” vowed Johnny. So the 
next morning he worked in his garden, go- 
ing through all the motions of planting, 
digging out the hills, pretending to put in 
corn, and making the hoe mark on each of 
the six rows. He ran to his garden as soon 
as he came home from school. “Oh, mamma, 
come out and see,” he cried. “I heard the 
squirrels chattering away in the grove when 
I was at work here this morning, but I 
cheated them.” They had dug into every 
single hill and had their labor for their 
pains. 

“T’ll fool ’em again,” he said. So he did 
the same thing that night, and again the 
squirrels dug over the ground and found 
nothing. 

“Three times and out!” said Johnny. 
“They dug up my seed three times, so I'll 
fool them three times.” 

But he didn’t fool them that time, for not 
a squirrel came near. So he planted his corn 
after that, and it grew and flourished with 
Johnny’s careful hoeing and weeding, so 
that in August they had boiled corn on the 
cob and succotash and other good things. 

“If at first you don’t succeed, 

Try, try again,” 
sang Johnny as he roasted the sweet, gold- 
en ears. This is a true story.—Picture 
World. 
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Has Union Christian College a Future ? 


BY PRESIDENT E. A. WATKINS, D. D. 


I believe it has. My faith is based 
on the following considerations: 

To operate and maintain an independent 
educational institution, apart from any 
State support, has become an increasingly 
difficult problem in recent years. The de- 
velopment of accrediting agencies, with 
power to enforce higher standards of equip- 
ment and endowment, has seriously em- 
barrassed many private schools and in many 
cases forced them to discontinue as ac- 
credited institutions of learning. Union 
Christian College has not been an exception 
in the latter class. It was forced to close 
its doors in June, 1924. 

But the friends of the school felt that its 
days of usefulness were not over and that 
there was yet a field in which it might 
serve. Several meetings were held during 
the summer months of 1924, in an effort to 
discover some ray of light that might lead 
to the solution of the problem. The organ- 
ization was kept intact and the resources 
and equipment of the institution carefully 
safeguarded in the hope that even yet, some 
unforeseen providence might lead us to the 
way out of our embarrassment. 

Late in the fall some of us felt that we 
caught sight of a gleam of light, that if 
followed, might lead us to the way out. 
Prof. Garland A. Bricker, an educator with 
a successful experience in vocational train- 
ing, came to Merom and looked over the 
plant and submitted a proposition to reopen 
the college as a Christian Vocational Insti- 
tution. The trustees gave the matter care- 
ful and mature consideration and accepted 
Mr. Bricker’s offer. 


The organization was to be left as it had 
been; no changes were proposed. Prof. 
Bricker was elected as Administrative 
Advisor and made responsible for the man- 
agement of the school. Prof. J. C. Runk, 
who had been formerly associated with 
Prof. Bricker in Vocational Training, was 
made director and responsible for the execu- 
tion of the program of the school. Mr. A. 
J. McClary, who just recently financed the 
erection of a million dollar Y. M. C. A. 
building in Columbus, Ohio, was elected 
financial secretary and made responsible, 
under a bond, for the financial management 
of the institution. A budget has been care- 
fully worked out, and the expenses of the 
school must be kept within the limits of the 
income of the organization. 

These three men are taking hold of the 
situation in a statesmanlike manner and 
have already inspired confidence in their 
ability to do the things they are under- 
taking. The entire constituency has been 
aroused with hopeful expectancy. Sullivan 
County, the home of the school, is aroused 
as never before in the half century of the 
school’s history. An extensive and compre- 
hensive program of publicity is being pro- 


M> answer to the above question is that 


- moted throughout this section, and the col- 


lege and what it has to offer is being 
brought to the attention of the people as 
possibly never before. No stone is left 
unturned that gives promise of contributing 
to the success of the enterprise. 

A department for the training of rural 
ministers is to be given primary emphasis, 
in order to meet the urgent need for leader- 
ship in the large number of rural churches 
throughout Indiana and Illinois. This will 
be given first consideration. Then courses 
in commerce, business, home making, agri- 
culture, and possibly automobile mechanics 
will be offered. 

The school will seek to appeal to that 
large group of young people who cannot be 
admitted to the colleges and universities for 
technical reasons, but who desire a training 
along practical lines, under Christian in- 
fluences, such as will enable them to go 
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out into the world and earn good salaries 
and make a life worth while. 

The management is of the conviction that 
from this point of view the school will have 
a point of contact with scores of young men 
and women, who otherwise would not be 
interested in Union Christian College. At 
this early hour, we are beginning to re- 
ceive applications for admittance to some of 
the courses offered. The attendance this 
first year will be limited to one hundred 
students. This is one of the slogans in our 
advertising matter. 

I believe we are on the right track, and 
every day adds to my conviction that we 
are now preparing to enable the college to 
serve a larger field in this section, and es- 
pecially so among our rural churches, than 
ever before. I believe the old institution on 
the banks of the Wabash is under,God to 
experience 2 rebirth of usefulness, because 
it seeks to serve a real need in its consti- 
tuency. 

Urbana, Illinois. 


Communications 


An Encouraging Showing 


I have been looking at the recently pub- 
lished statistics of the churches and making 
some comparisons. I find that the Method- 
ists gained in the year 1924 one new mem- 
ber for every 107 members they had at the 
beginning of the year. The Baptists gained 
one for every 92 members. Taken together, 
the twenty-one denominations on which my 
statistics are given, gained one member for 
every 79 members at the beginning of the 
year. 

As compared with this, the figures show 
that the Christian Church gained one new 
member for every 19 they had at the first 
of the year. In other words, we have gained 
over five times as many as our Methodist 
brethren, over four times as many as the 
Baptists, and over four times as many as 
all of these denominations taken together, 
according to our numbers. 


I have not worked out the comparison 
further; but a glance will show it to be 
equally favorable with all the denominations 
whose membership numbers as much and 
more than our own. 

I am wondering if this is not a good tes- 
timony for the plan of the Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week. If the goal of 12,000 is reached 
this year, we will have much reason to re- 
joice; not because we shall have done so 
much better than other churches, but be- 
cause we have been shown a way to reach 
the youth and adult life and win it in a 
large way for the Kingdom. We are coming 
to appreciate more and more the contribu- 
tion that our Dr. McD. Howsare has made 
and is making to our church. 

J. C. DEREMER. 

Britton, Michigan. 


Another Type of “Cross” Service 


This is the fourth year we have had a 
Cross service on Friday evening of Passion 
Week. The people look forward to it, our 
attendance always being large. We have 
a service of song, Scripture reading, etc. 
Then follows communion service. After this 
comes the Cross service. There is a white 
cross about seven feet high on the platform 
and on the cross seven electric lights. I 


simply and briefly tell the story of the trial 
and crucifixicn, and as I refer to the first 
statement of Christ on the cross I turn out 
the first light and so on until all the lights 
on the cross are extinguished. When the 
lights on the cross are turned on at the 
close of the communion service the lights in 
the auditorium are turned off except a small 
light in the gallery. This means at the close 
of the Cross service the church is in dark- 
ness, harmonizing with the story of Christ’s 
death, and the people are requested to leave 
quietly and without talking. The small light 
in the gallery gives just enough light so the 
people can see to get out. Sometimes I have 
a soloist sing one of Stainer’s “Seven Words 
on the Cross.” 
H. M. HAINER. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts. 


Congregational Comity 


It is only after much thought and hesi- 
tancy that I submit these few lines for pub- 
lication. I have served as pastor in the 
country, in the town, and now in a city 
of nearly 300,000 population. No one more 
than I has ever felt the sting of interchurch 
competition and the resulting heartaches. 

It is not my purpose to enumerate the evil 
practices of pastors and churches, but rather 
to seek out the cause. -Why is there any 
need of a scramble or any competition as 
long as there are so many thousands who 
are not attending any church? But is there 
any scramble for this great multitude? Is 
it not true that these folks can live in a 
church community for years and not be 
bothered about church? But let one of 
talent or financial ability move into the 
community and watch the scramble. 

I am convinced that the greatest crime 
of the age is selfishness. Yes, and that 
selfishness has crept into our churches. Ev- 
ery one wants the trained, talented, influ- 
ential folks. No one wants the poor, un- 
trained, and untalented, and in how many 
churches those people are frozen out if they 
should attend. In short, the folks who need 
the church worst, no one wants. Is this the 
teaching of our Lord? Would he seek out 
a certain class and neglect the others? 

Brethren, let it be said of every Chris- 
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tian minister that he is here to serve those 
for whom Christ died, without regard to 
wealth or training. If we will thus serve, 
there will be less cause for competition and 
our churches will soon follow the pastor’s 
example. Yea, and I verily believe God will 
honor such a pastor with greater success 
because of such unselfish service. 


I can now hear our Master say, “Thou 
hast been faithful over a few things; I will 
make thee ruler over many things.” That 
is God’s law of promotion and certainly ac- 
counts for the failure of so many churches. 
Again I make this statement, “The church 
that lives for service will live and grow, 
but the church that lives selfishly for self, 
will die and ought to die.” 

Unselfish service alone will cure this evil 


practice. 
JOHN S. KEGG. 
Columbus, Ohio. 


II 


If there is any one thing in these days of 
dissatisfaction and unrest that the church- 
es of the various denominations need to 
learn and practice it is congregational com- 
ity. If the churches of the various denomi- 
nations in a given community cannot show 
that underlying spirit of love and devotion 
which Jesus exemplified when he was here, 
how can the churches as individual organi- 
zations hope to build up their membership 
and have the proper spirit prevailing with- 
in that membership. 

It has been the writer’s happy privilege 
to serve in various capacities in the local 
church and also to serve on committees in 
union revival efforts in various communities. 
And it has been my observaticn that the 
ultimate aim was not for the betterment 
of the community in which these churches 
function; but that usually through strategy 
or cunning devise, some man or other 
church tried to get the advantage. The re- 
action resulting from such tactics in union 
meetings was not altogether gratifying. 

I firmly believe that denominations are an 
asset to the cause, so long:as the churches 
show the fundamental principles of faith, 
righteousness, Christ the Savior of men, 
etc.; but too often they quibble over non- 
essential of discipline, baptism, manner of 
fellowship, and such things. This is one of 
the greatest obstacles, when you go out to do 
personal work with men who do not have 
any use for the church. It is high time that 
the pastors and laity of our Protestant 
churches forget pride and selfishness and 
look to the Cause. 

As how best to promote the spirit of 
Christian Unity, let pastors and laymen 
form a closer fellowship between the church- 
es by practicing the Jesus way. As pastors 
and laymen we should submit ourselves to 
the Master and be willing to be taught and 
led by him. It might be a forward step if 
all churches would put forth a concerted 
effort to bring the laity and clergy to a 
higher spiritual plane and thus make a de- 
markation between the membership of the 
churches and the world at large. It is a 
puzzle at times to distinguish the church 
member from the non-member when you see 
them in their daily walk and transact busi- 
ness with them. 

We must get the pastor and laity to think- 
ing in terms of service and not in dollars 
and cents. Jesus was always looking for 
an opportunity to serve and it never en- 
tered his mind what he was going to gain 
in remuneration. 

More prayer, greater faith, closer fellow- 
ship between pastors and laymen, an un- 
shaken confidence in Christ and his plan of 
salvation, thinking and acting in terms of 
service rather than money, and an undying 
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love for the sinner, will usher in an epoch- 
making period as we near the end of this 
present dispensation when Jesus shall be 
“crowned Lord of lords and King of kings.” 
A. C. YEARICK. 
Argos, Indiana. 


Loyalty to Our Principles 


Strictly speaking, I am neither a Funda- 
mentalist nor a Modernist and have not 
done away with the Nicene and Apostolic 
creeds, but I have thought that the teach- 
ing of the Christians at Antioch was to love 
one another as Jesus loved them. I am 
neither post-millennialist nor pre-millenni- 
alist, but I have felt that the Christian 
Church would not exclude Trinitarians or 
Unitarians, but would accept Baptist, Meth- 
odist, and Quaker, provided they were all 
willing to wear the name Christian after ac- 
cepting the Lord Jesus Christ as Head of 
the Church. Our Principles declare that the 
Bible is a sufficient rule of faith and prac- 
tice; Christian character, the test of fellow- 
ship; the right of private judgment accorded 
to and exercised by all. Ours is a church 
requiring no compromise of faith, but one 
in which a spirit of union is cultivated and 
denominational distinctions cease to exist, 
and Christian love binds the brotherhood 
together. 

Jesus Christ condemned sin in the world, 
and so should we, but we should not criti- 
cize and condemn each other for quoting 
Scripture from the same Bible—a Book 
written for every man on all phases of life, 
giving a history of time and eternity. One 
question Jesus asked, “Whom do you say 
that I am?” “We believe you are the Son 
of the living God.” Then Jesus said, “I 
perceive, flesh and blood hath not revealed 
this to thee, but the Spirit of the Living 
God.” It is written, too, that “the letter kill- 
eth but the spirit maketh alive.” Jesus said, 
“Worship me in spirit and in truth.” 

Should not the local church be the place 
to invite those who mourn and need com- 
fort, those who are tired and need rest, those 
who are lonely and desire companionship, 
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those who are discouraged and need encour- 
agement, those who are sinsick and need the 
Great Physician, those who pray and those 
who do not—adding to the church daily 
such as are to be saved? 
Mrs. J. J. JOYNER. 
Washington, D. C. 


The Kind of Union Wanted 


If union means to compromise our Prin- 
ciples, if union means to discard the beau- 
tiful and logical story of man’s creation 
and evolute him from a monkey, I have no 
time for it. What this old world needs is 
the gospel as Jesus announced it in Mark 
1:15 and 16: 16-18. The Church needs a 
real clean up, a real getting back to Bethel, 
a real contending for the old faith (Jude 3), 
a real bringing of all the tithes and offer- 
ings into the storehouse—not only one-tenth 
of the money and one-seventh of the time, 
but all in love. We need more prayer and 
less play, more fasting and less feasting 
and more effort made to get grace in our 
souls. There is far too much jazz and not 
enough Jesus. 

We want union; yes, but not union that 
sacrifices and compromises the sacred things 
that make us distinctly Christian. 

DEK. Jupy. 

Portland, Indiana. 


Postscript 

I have just returned from the meeting of 
the ministerial association where I heard a 
most illuminating and helpful discussion of 
the subject, “Religion and Authority,” by 
Prof. W. A. Noyes, head of the Department 
of Chemistry of the university. What an 
inspiration to have the man of science, an 
authority in his particular field, with a 
world-wide reputation, come to us with the 
most reasonable message on religion that I 
have heard in a long, long time. No danger 
of our university students turning atheist 
as long as they are under the influence of 
men like Noyes. What a tribute he paid to 
Jesus! 


Urbana, Illinois. E. A. WATKINS. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


Westerly, Rhode Island, March 18—It is 
good, and we are indeed thankful to report 
progress in the Broad Street Christian 
Church. The Ellen G. Gustin Circle, our very 
active association of young women, has held 
some fine meetings. The Valentine meeting 
at the home of Mrs. Floyd Young on Monday 
evening, February 8, was very successful. 
Mrs. Young proved a charming hostess and 
provided many novelties, all with a heart 
motto for St. Valentine ruling, even to the 
dainty sandwiches and cakes. Hearts were 
made on the spot and mailed to the Carvers- 
ville Orphanage. The circle’s last meeting 
was held March 9 at the home of Miss Grace 
R. Carmichael, who entertained with a Craig- 
ville illustrated talk, by the use of a post 
card projector. Many views and scenes of 
beautiful Craigville and its Summer School 
were shown. The work was explained, and 
a short history from its beginning over fifty 
years ago to the present day given. Re- 
freshments were served and a most happy, 
worth-while evening enjoyed.—Our choir is 
hard at work on a cantata for Easter, and a 
musical treat is in store for both our mem- 
bers and visitors.—The State C. E. Conven- 
tion was held in Westerly, February 23, with 
a large attendance, Dr. Daniel Poling’s ad- 


dress, “The Acid Test,” being one of the fea- 
tures.—Splendid congregations are in evidence 
at our regular Sunday morning service. Our 
minister, Rev. A. L. Schoning, is working 
hard and success is crowning his efforts. We 
received into membership, March 15, twelve. 
Adding to these the eighteen received in Jan- 
uary, totals thirty. additions this year, and 
these without any special services or reviv- 
als. — The third of our church visitations 
was held on Sunday afternoon, February 15, 
in a driving rain. Mr. Schoning was deeply 
impressed by the spirit of co-operation in evi- 
dence among those designated by the com- 
mittee as captains and workers. The supper 
following the visitation was given by the 
church, under the direction of the Ladies’ Aid, 
Mrs. John H. Davison being chairman of the 
supper committee. Dr. Sargent, of Elmwood 
Ave. Church, Providence, was the speaker of 
the evening. — Our Ladies’ Aid society, under 
the leadership of its president, Mrs. Edwin 
Hall, is active and progressive. The last sup- 
per of the season will be given by them in 
the church vestry, Thursday, March 19, — 
The men’s class, of which our church clerk, 
Samuel Girven, is president and the writer 
the teacher, has quickened its pace since we 
entered the contest for membership and at- 
tendance with the other men’s classes of the 
community. We have taken as a slogan, “We 
lead; others follow,” and have held it so far, 
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last week's percentage being 762 points to 368, 
the next highest. — Our Sunday-school is do- 
ing well, the superintendent, Isaac Smith, and 
his able assistant, Miss Elizabeth E. Martin, 
are putting on a mission program, which is 
mighty interesting and instructive. Our wom- 
en's missionary society (why not men’s mis- 
sionary society?), Miss Betsy Babcock, presi- 
dent, is also very much alive and doing. It 
is aiding the Sunday-school in its mission 
program. — I noticed in a late issue of “The 
Christian Missionary” that one society in the 
Middle West was being exploited for having 
fifty percent of its members subscribers to 
that delightful magazine, but Broad Street, 
Westerly, R. L, are one hundred percent sub- 
scribers. — We are again giving thanks to 
our Father for the many blessings and pray 
that he may ever guide us forward in work 
for the Kingdom.—John H. Davison. 


West Mansfield, March 16—The church in 
West Mansfield held a memorial service for 
Rev. Ellen Gustin on her birthday, March 8. 
Old hymns were sung. “The Rosary,” a fav- 
orite of Mrs. Gustin, was sung by Mrs. Milly 
Quinham. Mrs. Edward Richmond told brief- 
ly of Mrs. Gustin’s life and work in West 
Mansfield. The pastor gave an earnest dis- 
course on influence. A campaign for Christ 
and the Church has been started. Special 
services will be held until Easter. An in- 
teresting feature of the Sunday-school is the 
brief missionary entertainment given each 
Sunday by the classes in turn. March 8 it 
was the reading of a letter from one of our 
own Sunday-school girls who is a missionary 
in China, though working with another de- 
nomination.—Mrs. G. H. Richmond. 


Fall River—The members of the North 
Christian Church School have recently had 
new electric light fixtures placed in the audi- 
torium of the church, and are now making 
several other needed repairs in the room. 
Our offering for foreign missions, both in the 
church and school, was larger this year than 
ever before and we are planning to enlarge 
our offerings for other denominational and 
conference work. The congregation has 
greatly enjoyed the sermons preached by 
Rev. L. B. Smith, of Swansea Center, during 
the absence of our pastor who has been vis- 
iting some of the young people’s societies in 
our conference.—S. M. C. 


Acushnet—The Christian Endeavor society, 
recently organized at the Perry Hill Chris- 
tian Church, is making itself felt in the 
church and community. The devotional 
meetings are held every Sunday evening with 
a good attendance; and the members mani- 
fest fine interest in the services. Several so- 
cials and entertainments have already been 
given and we are raising money to wire the 
church for electric lights. Rev. C. H. Cook, 
pastor of the Congregational Church at 
Lund’s Corner, New Bedford, preaches every 
Sunday afternoon and is much enjoyed by 
the people. On Sunday evening, March 15, 
Rev. E. J. Bodman, our conference field sec- 
retary, was with us and spoke upon the or- 
ganization of Christian Endeavor—its aim, 
and purpose. We wish he might come more 
often.—Correspondent. 


New Bedford, Massachusetts, March 14— 
Work is going unusually well here. The con- 
gregations are the best now since I have been 
here. We have had three Church Nights. 
Supper is served at six-thirty, followed by a 
devotional service at seven o’clock. The com- 
pany then divides into four group meetings 
for the men, the women, the young people, 
and for the boys and girls. The group meet- 
ings are from seven to eight-ten. The first 
night this was followed by a stereopticon on 
China, the second night by a Chinese school, 
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and the third night by a Chinese missionary 
drama. The next three nights will be on the 
home mission work. Our attendance has been 
over 100 so far. Then will come our Passion 
Week services. These will be held from sev- 
en-fifteen to eight each evening except Fri- 
day. On Friday evening I have the Cross 
service at eight. This is the fourth year we 
have had it and the people look forward to 
it, our attendance always being large.—H. 
M. Hainer, Pastor. 


As reported in our last “notes,” Rev. W. G. 
Sargent, D. D., has visited a number of our 
New England churches, and presented an ex- 
cellent report on the Foreign Missions Con- 
vention held at Washington, D.C. The reac- 
tion of these visits is seen in the deepening 
of interest in our foreign work, also in- 
creased offerings from many of the churches. 
—B. 

E. J. BODMAN, Field Secretary. 


Rockingham Conference 
Portsmouth, N. H., March 17—Every society 
of the Court St. Christian Church has taken 
on new life under the leadership of its pres- 
ent pastor, Rev. E. K. Amerzeen. The church 


has grown spiritually as well as in numbers. 
Brother Amerzeen, who was converted in our 
church many years ago and who joined it 
about fifty years ago, feels at home, and 
though he is about eighty years old, he is 
sprier than some who are a great deal young- 
er. He is out every day calling on the people 
of the church. He uses no notes and preaches 
the old-fashioned gospel, which is needed a 
great deal in this city—The Sunday-school, 
under the leadership of its superintendent, 
Mrs. F. W. Caswell, is gaining in every way. 
The boys’ class of fourteen members has an 
average attendance of twelve present every 
Sunday, and they are real interested. The 
Junior C. E., under the leadership of Leland 
Brigham, is rapidly picking up, having had 
twenty-five out last Sunday. The Senior C. 
E. meeting is held in connection with the 
mid-week prayer meeting, being a great help 
to the pastor. Many come to this meeting 
and are richly blessed. The sociability of the 
church is wonderful. Every one is willing to 
go forward in the Master’s name, doing his 
work. The church is favored by a special 
quartet each Sunday. The Susan Green mis- 
sionary society, which has done such won- 
derful work in the past, is getting together 
and has elected officers, and under the lead- 
ership of its new president, Mrs. O. E. Brig- 
ham, will again take up the missionary work. 
—The young people, as well as the older ones, 
are rallying around the pastor and co-oper- 
ating with him in the advancement of 
Christ’s Kingdom.—Reporter. 


Amesbury, Mass., March 10—The week of 
prayer was observed with the Union Congre- 
gational Church. All the meetings were well 
attended. The Salvation Army of Newbury- 
port took charge of one of the services. The 
pastor of each church officiated in turn at the 
different meetings.—The forty-fourth anni- 
versary of Christian Endeavor was observed 
in the Christian Church. The society of the 
Union Congregational Church united with our 
society in the service. Mrs. John Brown, the 
president of our society, presided. Music was 
furnished by our choir. Mr. Harry Bates, 
president of the Union Congregational Chris- 
tian Endeavor society, sang a solo and Mrs. 
John Brown also rendered a solo. The ad- 
dress on “Friendliness” was delivered by Rev. 
John Moore, pastor of the Main Street Con- 
gregational Church. This meeting was large- 
ly attended.—The missionary society has done 
good work. There is an increased interest 
shown in the meetings. The missionary pro- 
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grams are exceptionally good. The Thank- 
offering service was held on Sunday evening, 
January 25. A missionary pageant entitled, 
“The Magic Thank-offering Box,” was given 
at this time. Those participating took their 
parts in a very creditable manner, before a 
large and appreciative audience.—On Wednes- 
day evening, February 25, the annual church 
supper and business meeting were held in the 
dining room of the church. There was a 
large attendance considering the fact that 
many members were sick. A bountiful sup- 
per was provided by the committee in charge. 
A pleasant feature of the supper hour was a 
surprise to Rev. A. H. Fielder, as it was his 
birthday. This was a large cake all aglow 
with lighted candles. The cake was cut and 
each one present received a piece with a can- 
dle on it. The absent ones were also remem- 
bered. The meeting was opened with prayer 
by the pastor. Brother Fielder was then 
elected moderator. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and accepted. Excellent 
reports were given by all the officers and 
committees, which showed a steady growth 
in the church work. Brother Fielder gave a 
very fine pastor’s report of the year’s work. 
He has made many calls on the non-church- 
going people.—The Junior Christian Endeav- 
or society showed a large increase in mem- 
bership. We feel that the Juniors are mak- 
ing rapid progress under the efficient leader- 
ship of our pastor’s wife, Mrs. Fielder.—The 
Bible School has the largest enrollment and 
average attendance that it has ever had. Af- 
ter the reports were read the officers were 
elected for the ensuing year. A unanimous 
standing vote was given Rev. A. H. Fielder 
to continue his pastorate here another year. 
The church is looking forward to a year of 
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larger service under the excellent leadership 
of Rev. and Mrs. Fielder.—G. M. C. 


CONNECTICUT 

Danbury, March 11—The members of the 
Danbury Christian Church were quite proud 
of our foreign mission offering of last Sun- 
day. The offering of last year had been 
twenty dollars and with the fifteen percent 
increase we wanted to have twenty-three dol- 
lars. Instead, we almost doubled the pre- 
vious offering by giving thirty-seven dollars. 
We had used the foreign mission program 
for the six weeks’ period and I feel that it 
had a great deal to do with the giving. I 
think as folks know more about our foreign 
work they will become more interested and 
more anxious to give-—Seven new members 
were received into the church at the morn- 
ing service. All of them came on confession 
of faith. A baptismal service will be ar- 
ranged for them at an early date——Three 
Junior Endeavor girls gave the playlet 
printed in the February “Missionary” at the 
Senior Endeavor meeting, Sunday evening. 
It emphasized the need of systematic giving. 
The newly organized Junior Endeavor society 
meets at the parsonage every two weeks on 
Friday evening after school. There are al- 
ready fourteen young folks who are proving 
willing workers in this organization.—Cor- 
respondent. 

ILLINOIS 


Olney, March 18—Pastor Bradbury is re- 
joicing over the great victory at Sumner. 
Elder Price was the evangelist. The meet- 
ings continued over a period of eleven days 
during which time eighty made a definite 
stand for Christ. Brother Bradbury recent- 
ly helped Rev. Paul Piersall in special meet- 
ing at Pleasant Valley, resulting in fourteen 
accessions to the church. Brother Piersall 
has just scored a great victory at New Hope 
Church.—Rev. H. D. Catte with Rev. Mr. 
Hulse organized a Christian Church a year 
ago near West Liberty, Illinois—Rev. Joe 
Shaw and other ministers are now preparing 
to help the brethren there in building a new 
house of worship. The church has a nice 
sum of money now arranged for and expects 
to begin soon to build. Brother Piersall 
passed this way Saturday en route to his 
Freedom charge. He reports his work there 
as hopeful. Rev. F. G. Bell recently closed 
a fine revival at Shiloh in which he received 
a number of accessions. The interest is still 


growing and the Elder is asked to spend a 


few days again at his next appointment, to 
accommodate others who are interested and 
wish to unite with the church. The same is 
true of his Burnt Prairie pastorate. It is cer- 
tainly encouraging to a pastor to have folks 
send for the pastor that others may unite 
with the church.—The special meetings at 
Bethsaida resulted in fourteen confessions. 
This makes nineteen since the dedication of 
the new church the last Sunday in October. 
—Rev. Joe Shaw reports an enthusiastic 
meeting at his Claremont charge a week ago. 
—Pastor Ellis is blessed with a growing Sun- 
day-school at his Newton pastorate, one hun- 
dred twenty-seven being in attendance last 
Sunday.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Losantville, March 13—The revival services 
recently closed at Mt. Zion Church, Rev. A. E. 
Gilmore pastor. The attendance was some- 
what handicapped on account of the scarlet 
fever and flu in the community. The mem- 
bers of sister churches gave their aid in keep- 
ing up the interest of each meeting and the 
spirit of the Lord was manifested.—The Sun- 
day-school has been well attended and the 
offerings have never been better. Preaching 
services are held the second and fourth Sun- 
days of each month.—Laura Routh. 


New Carlisle, March 17—On Sunday, March 
8, we closed a very successful Church School 
of Missions. Our church nearly doubled its 
offering this year over last. We are making 
a house-to-house canvass this month in the 
interest of The Herald of Gospel Liberty. Al- 
ready some have responded nicely. I see no 
reason why The Herald should not be in the 
home of every member of our church—Sun- 
day, March 15, we had a union service with 
the M. E. and Disciple churches. Our pro- 
gram for the evening was in charge of the 
young people. We were all well pleased with 
the program given by the young people of 
the three churches.—We are planning for our 
Kingdom Enlistment Week, beginning April 
5, and believe it will bring good results. We 
ask an interest in the prayers of the brother- 
hood.—Cecil Leek, Pastor. 


Argos, March 14—Our work is moving 
along nicely here under the leadership of 
Rev. A. M. Hainer and all departments are 
catching the Christian spirit which Brother 
Hainer radiates wherever he goes. The Sun- 
day-school attendance has been most grati- 
fying under the direction of Supt. Otho 
Hogue. We are now getting out our yearly 
and quarterly financial report, and it is grat- 
ifying to note the splendid financial condi- 
tion, which is only the result of proper spirit 
working within our church. Our morning 
church services are gaining in attendance. 
Brother Hainer is giving a series of sermons 
on the “Stewardship of Life,” and they are 
very spiritual indeed. The evening services 
have the larger attendance, the house being 
filled to capacity and the series of sermons 
on “Prophecy” still continues with no abate- 
ment in interest. The choir renders special 
music for each service and all working to- 
gether is putting new life in the work here. 
—Reporter. 


Cynthiana, March 11—Two weeks ago last 
Monday, Brother Jesse L. McReynolds, one of 


our very best members of the Liberty Church, 
was stricken, and taken to the hospital, 
where last Monday he passed to his reward, 
leaving his devoted wife, and three little 
girls, the eldest not quite six years old. 
Brother McReynolds was a loyal member of 
the church, deeply spiritual, and had ex- 
pressed the recognition of a call to the min- 
istry. His passing leaves many sad hearts, 
which time alone by the grace of God can 
heal.—Last Monday while we were at the 
home of our departed brother, word was sent 
over the phone that Brother J. P. Emerson’s 
home was on fire. All went as quickly as 
possible, but on arrival found that nothing 
could be done to save it. Practically every- 
thing inside was destroyed, as well as the 
garage. The two new cars which it contained, 
however, were saved by some thoughtful 
person. Mrs. Emerson will be remembered 
as the daughter of Mrs. Barbara Randolph, 
of whom we find the following bit of history 
in the Southern Indiana, Southern Illinois, 
and Illinois conferences: “She died March 22, 
1916, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Emerson, near Cynthiana, Indiana. 
The cause of missions never had a more ar- 
dent supporter. She was one of the earliest 
to enlist in mission work.” Her daughter, 
whose home was so completely destroyed as 
above, is carrying on the good work her 
mother began. I am sure she and her hus- 
band, both of whom are worthy members of 
New Liberty Church, will have the sympathy 
of the entire brotherhood in their great loss. 
Last November, Brother D. P. Epperson lost 
his home by fire in much the same way. He 
has just begun to rebuild. Brother Epperson 
and his wife are members of the Haubstadt 
Church, but live in the New Liberty com- 
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munity. Many have already expressed to 
these estimable people their sympathy in the 
great loss which came to them in their old 
age. Both these homes were protected by 
some insurance.—The work in the bounds of 
the Southern Indiana Conference is progress- 
ing well, and we are all looking for the time 
of the coming institute under the direction of 
Dr. W. P. Fletcher, April 20 to 26, inclusive. 
We are praying that it may be a great bless- 
ing to all the churches, and that all will avail 
themselves of the privilege of attendance.— 
In our work at Cynthiana and New Liberty 
we are planning special services between now 
and Easter, praying that they may result in 
the salvation of many souls for the Kingdom. 
—E. E. Bennett, Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, March 13—The First Christian 
Church of Albany is planning to conduct a 
community evangelistic campaign beginning 
March 15 and continuing for ten or more 
days. Rev. W. C. Hook, the pastor, will do 
the preaching and will be assisted by Rev. 
J. P. Morgan, of Winchester, Va., director of 
music and personal work; Mr. Samuel Davis, 
Norfolk, Va., the noted blind pianist and 
Mrs. Davis, his wife, soloist and evangelistic 
worker. Mr. Hook has worked hard and 
prayed earnestly to launch this much-needed 
revival in the city of Albany, and we are 
expecting great things. Meetings will be 
held at the Y. M. C. A. and in the West Al- 
bany shops during the noon hour. On Feb- 
ruary 15 the Older Boys’ Council held its 
meeting in the church. This splendid organ- 
ization for the older boys of the city will be 
our guests the first night of the evangelistic 
meetings.—On February 22, a memorial serv- 
ice was held for our dearly beloved Mrs. 
Geneva King under the direction of her class 
of girls. At this time the class presented 
‘the church with a gift of $1,000 to pay off 
the mortgage on the parsonage. It was Mrs. 
King’s one desire that her girls work to this 
end and with much hard work they have ac- 
complished a good thing and are to be con- 
gratulated.—The annual “Experience” social 
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of the church was held last night in the 
church parlors.—Catherine M. Parvis, Clerk. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Racine, March 13—We have just closed a 
revival meeting in the Christian Church of 
this place. There were nineteen additions and 
the church was greatly revived. The meeting 
was held by the writer, assisted by Rev. J. 
V. Davis, president of the Southwestern West 
Virginia Christian Conference. We have just 
organized a Ladies’ Aid society and are plan- 
ning for a Christian Endeavor society. So 
the church is in fine condition and looking 
ahead for greater progress.—B. F. Quinn, 
Pastor. 


Upton’s Mysterious Fire 
(Continued from page sixteen) 


together, with threatenings of the law, they 
finally settled in full. 

Several times Bert had been almost sorry 
of changing the farm buildings and won- 
dered if he had not made a mistake in ever 
thinking of making so radical a move. One 
night as he and Dorothy were talking over 
the new plans, they decided to build a small 
addition to the present house and accept the 
offer of the father and mother to live in 
part of the old home with them. 

Bert was naturally put back by this sud- 
den loss, and yet he and Dorothy were brave 
of heart. There was nothing to be recov- 
ered from the ashes in the cellar of the cot- 
tage, and they did not care to wander up 
that way as it simply brought back memo- 
ries of the misfortune which had come to 
them. They -vere loyal members of the Up- 
ton Church choir, and had been very faith- 
ful in the regular services, and also had 
spent considerable time and effort in putting 
on cantatas, pageants, amateur plays, and, 
in short, nearly all of the social life of the 
village church. Since the fire they could not 
but perceive that there was a little matter 
of strangeness with quite a few of those 
with whom they usually associated. Their 
closest friends seemed almost to shun them 
at times. So little by little they dropped 
their interest in the church life and re- 
mained at home. 

Bert knew very well that there was a 
great deal of rumor floating around concern- 
ing how the house could possibly have 
caught fire of itself, and that there was 
quite a little sentiment that he had some- 
thing to do with the cause of the fire. 

The church was being supplied at that 
time with a student pastor who came in on 
Saturday forenoons and returned to his 
seminary after the evening service on Sun- 
day. He found opportunity to call several 
times at the Gayton home and cordially in- 
vited them to renew their interests in the 
church. Bert never alluded to the reason 
why they had quietly dropped out of the 
activities, never been hinting that anything 
was wrong between the church and their 
family. 

The following June the student pastor 
graduated and went West, and the church 
then called a Rev. Bradley Talpey, from 
Littleton, a city some twenty miles away. 
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Mr. Talpey had had charge of a large city 
church for some time; but a serious sickness 
had left him with a nervous breakdown and 
his physician would not allow him to assume 
charge of more than a small church for the 
next three or four years. 

He was a fine speaker, broad-minded, lov- 
able and loving, interested in science and 
the things of out-of-doors, pleasant in man- 
ner and approach, and a personality that 
endeared him to a large circle of friends. 
He assumed charge of the church the first 
Sunday in July and Upton church people 
were delighted with the choice which they 
had made. 

Bert was still on the church committee; 
and he, more than anyone else, had been in- 
strumental in securing Mr. Talpey as the 
pastor. 

The new pastor was somewhat surprised 
not to see Bert and Dorothy at the first serv- 
ice and asked some of the people why they 
were not out. One excuse and another were 
offered, and immediately Mr. Talpey sur- 
mised that something was wrong. Just 
what that wrong was would be his business 
to find out, that he might secure to Upton 
Church the service of two such lives as those 
of Bert and Dorothy. 

The weeks went by and still none of the 
Gayton household came to hear the new min- 
ister. Mr. Talpey had been at the home 
several times; and he and Mrs. Talpey had 
been invited to remain at lunch on more 
than one occasion. 

It was late in August when Bert was get- 
ting the machinery ready for filling his 
silos. He had as fine a field of silo corn as 
could be found in the county of Upton, and 
it was no uncommon thing to see people on 





the roadside who had come for thirty and 
forty miles to view the stand of corn. Bert 
was down by the barn oiling the corn har- 
vester while his men were getting the silo 
cleaned and set up ready for the harvesting 
which Bert intended to commence the day 
after Labor Day. 

Mr. Talpey and Bert were alone. In no 
way whatever had he at any time referred 
to the trouble, so that today it seemed like 
a flash from a clear sky when the pastor 
asked the question: 

“Bert, have you the remotest idea how 
your house caught fire?” 

(Continued next week) 
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A great part of the happiness of life con- 
sists not in fighting battles, but in avoiding 
them. A masterly retreat is in itself a vic- 
tory.—H. W. Longfellow. 
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